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INSIGHT

From the President

uring this year’s regular session of the 2026

Florida Legislature, multiple attacks were
mounted on community planning. Some sponsors
and supporters of bills to circumvent or override local
comprehensive growth management plans or land
development regulations contended they weren’t
working to prevent traffic jams or incompatible
development in rural areas.

This is backward thinking. Where traffic jams or
incompatible development or — as another
consequence of poorly planned growth — water

quality and quantity are issues, thoughtfully
conceived and consistently enforced comprehensive

plans are the solution, not the problem. They direct growth toward urban areas with
roads, water, sewer, schools and other infrastructure in place to accommodate it.
They steer it away from undeveloped natural and agricultural land, whose
conservation is environmentally and economically essential for Florida’s healthy
future, and a cornerstone of our state’s character.

Communities with leaders who fail to follow their comprehensive plans, or have
their authority to implement their plans stolen through misguided state legislation,
are far more likely to suffer the downsides of growth, including traffic jams,
incompatible development and issues with water quality and quantity. They are less
likely to garner the upsides, including affordable housing, viable public transit,
walkable neighborhoods and vibrant communities.

Try telling residents of Martin County that comprehensive plans are the problem.
The county’s plan — which 1000 Friends helped draft decades ago and has
defended ever since — is widely recognized as the basis for “the Martin County
difference”, the stronger commitment to environmental protection and the higher
quality of life that county residents enjoy compared to most other Floridians.

Through determined legislative advocacy, collaboration with a wide range of allies
and — most crucial of all — an outpouring of engagement from our members
throughout Florida, who responded to our appeals for action with tens of
thousands of emails to their representatives and senators, 1000 Friends was able to
stop some of this session’s most damaging proposals to undermine community
planning. And we won’t be caught off guard next
session if they return. We’ll be ready, once again,
to fight back with your help.

It might seem discouraging that we are still
waging these battles as we approach our 40th
anniversary, but it’s actually energizing. It’s a
reminder that our commitment to community
planning and conservation throughout Florida is
still very much needed — and the support of our
members makes all the difference in the world.
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Ft. Lauderdale

PHOTOGRAPHER in FOCUS: Brent Fannin

B rent Fannin is a drone
photographer and
documentary filmmaker with a
background in environmental
education and film production. He
uses aerial imagery to tell
meaningful environmental stories,
capturing natural places from

unique perspectives that inspire
9 P P P Brent Fannin
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curiosity, connection, and
appreciation. His goal is to help
people see the beauty of the natural
world in a new way and, through that
perspective, deepen their love for
natural places. Check out Brent’s
work at https://www.goldenhawk
drones.com/about
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ADVOCATE’S CORNER

2026 Florida Legislative Session

lorida’s 2026 legislative session has adjourned,

and as always, 1000 Friends’ team was actively
engaged throughout, working to advance our mission
of saving special places and building better
communities across Florida.

This session came with real wins, real setbacks,
and more than a few nail-biting moments in the final
days — and once again, your engagement made a
difference.

Our top priority this year was scaling back the
impacts of SB 180, the 2025 law that restricts local
governments’ ability to protect their communities
following hurricanes. Senate Bill 840, which would
have significantly reformed the law, cleared every
Senate committee with unanimous support. But the
House refused to take up the issue in any form — one
of the most frustrating outcomes of the session. What
the moment made clear, though, is the power of our
movement: more than 22,000 emails were sent to
legislators by 1000 Friends members since December.
The House may not have listened, but those voices
were heard, and we will keep pressing this issue until
it’s resolved.

On land conservation, a bill requiring greater
public transparency around the management of
conservation lands passed with our support — a
bright spot in an otherwise difficult year for Florida’s
natural places. Far less encouraging was the
conservation funding picture: the Senate proposed
just $35 million for Florida Forever while the House
proposed nothing at all. With the budget still being
negotiated at the time of this writing, the final
number remains unknown — but the proposals on
the table are not a promising sign. And despite an
overwhelming 107-to-3 vote in the House to restore
the ecologically vital Ocklawaha River, the measure
died in the Senate. A farm bill that included a
provision requiring state review of certain
conservation lands for possible sale for conversion to
agriculture passed over our objections as well.

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

On the community planning front, we helped stop
one of the more alarming proposals of the session: a
bill that would have fast-tracked massive
developments of 15,000 acres or more, bypassing
comprehensive plans and public hearings . The so-
called “Blue Ribbon Projects” bill did not pass,
despite heavy lobbying and campaign contributions
from its backers. Our advocacy, backed by your
engagement, proved to be stronger. We also helped
defeat efforts to dismantle urban growth boundaries
— the community-driven tools that help preserve
Florida’s farms, forests, and rural landscapes.
However, an agricultural enclave bill did pass over
our objection, creating a pathway for large
developments on rural lands that local governments
had previously denied, taking the community out of
meaningful community planning.

The water-policy picture was more encouraging.
New laws will limit the use of PFAS-containing
firefighting foam and strengthen oversight of
biosolids — waste byproducts from sewage treatment
— addressing a long-standing gap in Florida’s water-
quality regulations. And after years of sustained
effort, legislation promoting nature-based solutions
for coastal resilience finally crossed the finish line.

While the regular session is behind us, legislators’
work is far from done. For the second year in a row,
members adjourned without completing a state
budget — a constitutional requirement — leaving the
Legislature to return for one or more special sessions
before the June 30 fiscal year deadline. Special
sessions on redistricting and a potential cut in
property taxes are expected as well. 1000 Friends will
be closely watching all of these developments and
continuing to advocate for Florida’s communities,
lands, and waters. Stay connected, watch for our
action alerts, and know that your support and
engagement are what make this work possible.



The Legal Fight to Restore Local Planning

Authority

hroughout the state, local governments are dealing

with the effects of SB 180, as they attempt to
address current stresses related to growth that may
have impacts that are not fully realized for decades to
come. In the end, it will be Florida’s residents who
pay the price.

The legal challenge brought by 1000 Friends of
Florida and member Rachel Hildebrand against
Senate Bill 180 remains unresolved and actively
moving through the courts. Our lawsuit was filed in
Leon County Circuit Court on October 2025, arguing
that the law is unconstitutional on multiple grounds,
including violations of the single-subject rule,

improper state preemption of local authority, and
restrictions on environmental and land-use planning.

The case was consolidated with similar lawsuits
filed by dozens of local governments, reflecting broad
opposition to the statute. In February, 1000 Friends
of Florida was removed as a plaintiff, though the case
will continue to move forward with Rachel
Hildebrand.

Since the legislature failed to fix SB 180 this
session, we are hopeful that the issue can be resolved
by the courts.

Palm Beach

Spring
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ADVOCATE’S CORNER

Miami-Dade County EAR Task Force

lorida law requires local governments to review

and make any necessary updates to their
comprehensive plans — their blueprints for growth
and development — every seven years. This process is
known as an Evaluation and Appraisal Report, or
EAR. Local governments have a responsibility to their
residents to conduct their EAR process deliberately,
providing ample time and opportunity for public
engagement. After all, the future of their communities
— how they will grow, and the consequences for the
health of their environment and economy, and their
quality of life — hangs in the balance.

Miami-Dade County launched its EAR in the fall of
2025. In addition to being Florida’s most populous
county, Miami-Dade includes two of Florida’s most
valuable yet vulnerable natural resources — the
Everglades and Biscayne Bay — a vital agricultural
sector and some of Florida’s most economically and
culturally vibrant communities. To help guide its EAR
process, Mayor Daniella Levine Cava appointed an
advisory task force of 25 members, including 1000

Friends of Florida President Paul Owens.

Paul and other task force members have been
meeting every month in Miami since October. In
addition, an online survey was circulated in which
county residents could register their priorities for the
future of their communities, and six town hall
meetings were scheduled over three months
throughout the county where residents could meet
with planning staff to learn about the CDMP and
express their priorities in person.

The EAR Advisory Task Force is scheduled to
conclude its work with recommendations in May,
based on its discussions and feedback from residents.
Given Miami-Dade’s prominence in Florida, any
revisions to its CDMP could serve as a model for other
local governments throughout the state when they
review their comprehensive plans. We are grateful for
this opportunity to participate in this important
process and carry out 1000 Friends’” mission of
promoting thoughtful community planning with
robust citizen engagement.

Thank You to Our Advocates

he 2026 Florida Legislative Session brought

issues and the breadth of Floridians who

significant challenges for communities Elis6sle(nt @ believe their communities deserve a voice in
across the state — and meeting them required to Legislators shaping their own futures.
more than legal strategies and legislative . 4556 We also saw strong social media
testimony. It required Floridians speaking up T Advocates | engagement throughout the session. Our
for the places they love. And speak up you did. Took Action | Jegiglative session and action alert content
Over the course of the session, 1000 Friends 60, f 67 reached more than 215,000 people on
supporters sent more than 176,000 emails on Florida Facebook and 142,000 on Instagram,
priority issues including restoring local planning g;’:::;:;ted g %E generating over 22,200 reactions, comments,
rights, protecting Florida’s land and water, and and shares across both platforms. Local
ensuring communities have meaningful input in 1007% | advocates and planning professionals amplified
decisions that shape their future. Through our a:\; 5;_72::: our message in their own communities,

advocacy platform, 4,556 individuals took action
— many of them multiple times throughout the
session — contacting their representatives
directly and making their voices part of the
legislative record.

The response from our members, donors,
and grassroots supporters was remarkable.
Actions came from 60 of Florida’s 67 counties,
and we connected with every single one of
Florida’s Senate and House districts,
demonstrating the truly statewide reach of these

g 1000FriendsofFlorida.org

215k+ ﬁ?
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People
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and Shares

building momentum that was felt in
Tallahassee.

None of this happens without you.
Whether you sent one email or called your
senator five times, your engagement made a
difference. 1000 Friends is only as strong as the
people who stand behind our mission — and
this session, you showed up.

To stay engaged on Florida’s planning and
conservation issues, sign up for our email alerts at
1000fof.org.



BETTER COMMUNITIES

Better Together: How Partnerships
Amplify Our Work Across Florida

Astate as large and diverse as Florida — with 67
counties and 411 municipalities stretching over
more than 53,000 square miles — poses a challenge
for nonprofit organizations like ours with modest
staff and resources. How can we advance our
ambitious priorities over such an expansive
landscape? One of the best ways is through
partnerships with other organizations whose goals
intersect with ours. This is a strategy 1000 Friends has
embraced, with significant success. In addition to
meeting regularly with representatives of allies in the
conservation community, we belong to multiple
nonprofit organizations and coalitions, where
members work together to achieve common
objectives. These affiliations include:

* The Hold the Line Coalition, dedicated to
maintaining the Urban Development Boundary
in Miami-Dade County to protect its water
supply, agriculture, the Everglades and Biscayne
Bay.

* Florida TaxWatch, a think tank that has focused
for decades on government fiscal responsibility.
Community planning and conservation are
taxpayer-friendly practices.

* The Guardians of Martin County, a nonprofit
long dedicated to a balance between the natural
and built environments in the county. We serve
on its advisory board.

* The Everglades Coalition, an alliance of 55 local,
state and national conservation and
environmental organizations dedicated to full
restoration of the Greater Everglades Ecosystem.

* The Florida Springs Council, an advocacy
organization dedicated to restoring and
protecting natural springs through policy, law
and grassroots action.

* The ROGO Coalition, multiple community
groups committed to upholding the Rate of
Growth Ordinance that protects lives, property
and the environment in the Florida Keys.

* Reunite the Rivers, a coalition dedicated to
restoring the Ocklawaha River in northeast
Florida.

* The Florida Coastal and Ocean Coalition, a group
of organizations working together to conserve,
protect and restore Florida’s coastal and marine
environment.

Our membership in these organizations or
coalitions does not mean we always agree on every
objective, or come under any obligation to
collaborate when we differ. But more often than not,
these partnerships boost our efforts, and help us
accomplish the goals our followers expect, and
deserve.

Gilchrist Blue

Spring 2026

uluuey 1u8ig Jo Asapno?) 010y



BETTER COMMUNITIES

New Special Report: Planning for

Data Center Development in Florida

As cloud computing and artificial intelligence
continue to reshape the American economy, data
centers — the massive server facilities that power this
digital infrastructure — are expanding rapidly across
the country. Florida, home to an estimated 120 data
centers already, is an emerging market for this
growth. With significant new proposals likely on the
horizon, 1000 Friends of Florida released a new
Special Report in February to help communities
navigate what comes next.

Potential Impacts of Data Center Development on
Florida Communities examines the full range of
planning considerations that state and local decision-
makers should weigh when evaluating data center
proposals. The report is not a position paper for or
against data centers — it is a practical resource for
planners, local officials, and community members,
because the questions these facilities raise deserve

careful, transparent answers before long-term
commitments are made.

The stakes are substantial. A typical Al-focused
data center consumes as much electricity as 100,000
households, and national electricity demand from
data centers is projected to nearly triple by 2030. In
Florida, where groundwater is the primary source of
drinking water for roughly 90 percent of residents,
the enormous water requirements of data center
cooling systems present serious sustainability
concerns. These facilities also raise land-use
questions: their large industrial footprints can be
incompatible with adjacent neighborhoods,
agriculture, and wildlife habitat.

As proposals emerge across Florida, local land-use
planning remains the most powerful tool
communities have. Read the full special report on our
website: 1000fof.org/datacenter-report

Ft. Lauderdale

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

ujuueq 1U8.g Jo ASanoy) ojoy4



1000 Friends at the Future of Florida Summit

his spring, 1000 Friends of

Florida was honored to
participate in the Future of
Florida Summit, hosted by the
Bob Graham Center for Public
Service at the University of
Florida. President Paul Owens
delivered the keynote address,
speaking to the growth,
conservation, and sustainability
challenges facing Florida
communities — and the role that
thoughtful planning and civic
engagement must play in meeting
them.

to the depth of talent and passion she
has brought to our team this session.
Events like the Future of Florida
Summit remind us that the work of
protecting Florida’s land, water, and
communities is never finished — and
that the leaders who will carry it
forward are already stepping up.

Spotlight on Florida’s Future

What could Florida’s future hold?
The relocation of a million residents
by 2070 due to land inundation from
sea-level rise? The loss of 250 acres of
land every day — more than 90,000
acres a year — to sprawling

The occasion carried special
meaning for 1000 Friends. The late Senator Bob
Graham was instrumental in the founding of our
organization, and his vision for a Florida where
communities are empowered to shape their own
futures remains central to our mission nearly 40 years
later. To address the next generation of Florida
leaders in a forum bearing his name was a moment
we did not take lightly.

Also representing 1000 Friends at the Summit was
spring legislative intern Erin Nadel, who served as
both a moderator and event organizer — a testament

development? Or the protection of
priority natural and agricultural lands and the
valuable ecosystem services they provide? A thriving
agricultural economy? More compact, livable, and
fiscally sound communities?

A new report by the University of Florida Center
for Landscape Conservation Planning and 1000
Friends of Florida, Spotlight on Florida’s Future,
tackles these and other critical questions about the
impacts of sea-level rise and community design
choices in our rapidly growing state. Please check out
the report at 1000fof.org/outreach/reports/spotlight

FLORIDA is at a CROSSROADS
and the Choices We Make TodaEy Will

The GOOD News?

Florida Can Grow SMARTER.

Take a Few
Minutes to
Read. ..

Spotlight on
Florida’s Future

1000fof.org/outreach/reports/spotlight
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FRIENDS UPDATE

Congratulations to Vivian Young, FAICP

e are proud to announce that 1000 Friends of

Florida’s Special Projects Director, Vivian Young,
has been elected to membership in the College of
Fellows of the American Institute of Certified Planners
(FAICP) — the highest honor that the AICP can
bestow on a member. Previous honorees include 1000
Friends’ Co-founder Dr. John M. DeGrove and current
Board of Directors Chair Susan Trevarthen.

According to
the Institute,
election to the
College of
Fellows
recognizes
“achievements
as an
outstanding
planner who has
made significant
contributions to
the planning
profession and
society ...
sustained
excellence,

series of 2070 reports with the University of Florida
projecting the impact of population growth,
development patterns, and sea level rise on land use,
water demand, and agriculture in the decades ahead.

Vivian will be recognized at the American Planning
Association’s National Planning Conference on April
26 in Detroit. We are grateful she has received this well-
deserved distinction for advancing our goals of fiscally
sound and sustainable planning.

leadership and
impact

consistent with the highest standards of the
profession.” Vivian earned this distinction through
decades of commitment as a planner for smart growth,
urban revitalization, historic preservation, and
conservation — with 1000 Friends since 1996, and
before that as Florida’s first Main Street Coordinator
and as Tallahassee and Leon County’s first professional
Historic Preservation Planner.

Prior to her current role, Vivian served as 1000
Friends’ Communications Director, distilling and
translating complex planning subjects for citizens,
policymakers, and professionals. Her extraordinary
body of work includes establishing our grassroots
legislative advocacy platform and our popular Dr. John
M. DeGrove Webinar Series, which draws thousands of
attendees each season to free presentations on cutting-
edge planning, conservation, and policy topics. She
helped lead the campaign to halt M-CORES, the
proposed toll road network that would have run from
Collier County to the Georgia border through some of
Florida’s most pristine rural and agricultural lands. Her
other signature projects include authoring a landmark

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

uluuey Juaig 40 Asapna:) 010y



Welcome, Logan McDonald!

ogan McDonald has joined 1000

Friends of Florida as Special
Projects Director. In this role, Logan
will lead several initiatives focused on
advancing conservation and
responsible land-use planning across
the state, working closely with Special
Projects Director Emeritus Vivian
Young and the University of Florida
Center for Landscape Conservation
Planning (CLCP).

Among her responsibilities, Logan
will help organize and facilitate the
Planning to Protect the Florida
Wildlife Corridor webinar series,

developed in partnership with the Florida Wildlife
Corridor Foundation, Live Wildly, and other

collaborators.

Logan brings a strong background in conservation
communications, grant administration, project
management, and stakeholder engagement. Prior to
joining 1000 Friends, she served as Community

Logan McDonald

Bays Estuary Program, where she
developed and administered a
community grant program, led public
outreach initiatives, and helped
produce the State of the Bays Report.
She holds bachelor’s degrees in
environmental studies and biology
from Florida Gulf Coast University
and a master’s degree in biology from
Virginia Commonwealth University.
Logan also serves on the board of
Gulf Coast Diplomacy, a host
organization for the U.S. Department
of State’s International Visitor
Leadership Program, where she serves

as a professional resource for international leaders
exploring conservation and restoration, and frequently

welcomes visitors to Florida as a host family.

Outreach Coordinator for the Pensacola and Perdido

A Florida native, Logan lives near Pensacola with
her husband and loves exploring wild Florida by
kayaking, hiking, biking, and camping. Please join us in
welcoming her to the team!

Susan Carrjoins our Board of Directors

000 Friends of Florida is pleased to

welcome Susan Carr of Gainesville
to our Board of Directors. Susan
brings deep expertise in land
conservation, ecology, and
conservation finance — along with a
lifelong commitment to protecting
Florida’s natural landscapes.

Born and raised in Gainesville,
Susan has dedicated her career to
conserving North Florida’s natural
systems. She currently serves as a
project manager with Putnam Land
Conservancy, where she works with
conservation-minded landowners to

secure permanent land protection through state and
federal programs. Previously, she worked with Alachua
Conservation Trust and North Florida Land Trust,
helping protect thousands of acres through Florida
Forever and USDA Farm Bill conservation programs.

Over the course of her career, Susan has helped secure

more than $40 million in federal
funding for conservation easements
and land management on private
conservation lands.

“Susan brings an exceptional
combination of scientific expertise
and on-the-ground conservation
experience,” said Board Chair Susan
Trevarthen. “Her deep understanding
of Florida’s landscapes, coupled with
her experience securing permanent
land protection, will strengthen our
ability to advocate for smart growth
and lasting conservation across the
state.”

Susan holds advanced degrees in botany, plant
biology, and wildlife ecology and conservation, and
currently serves as president of the Paynes Prairie
chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. Please join
us in welcoming her to the 1000 Friends family!

Spring 2026 m



FRIENDS UPDATE

Celebrating 40 Years of 1000 Friends of Florida

026 marks the 40th anniversary of

1000 Friends of Florida. For four
decades, our community of supporters
has helped us advance smarter growth,
build stronger communities, and protect
the places that make Florida special.

As we celebrate this milestone, we're
taking time to reflect on the successes
we've achieved together and looking
ahead to the opportunities and
challenges of the next 40 years. None of

Singer Island

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

1000
FRIENDS

40th™#

ANNIVERSARY

our work would be possible without the
steadfast support of our donors, partners, and
advocates. Thank you for standing with us
over the years.

Throughout this anniversary year, we'll be
hosting special celebrations and events to
honor our shared accomplishments and chart
the path forward. Visit our website’s
anniversary landing page to learn more and
stay updated on upcoming activities.

See: 1000fof.org/40-years
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DONOR HIGHLIGHTS

THANK YOU to Our Donors Who Contributed During
the Period from September 15, 2025 to February 15, 2026.

&5

We appreciate the many foundations, corporations, organizations, and

individuals supporting our work over the years. Recent gifts have been provided by:

ESTATE GIFT
J. Gwynne and Frances
W.Thorsen

NATHANIEL REED
LEGACY

($30,000 - $49,999)
River Branch Foundation*®
The Spurlino Foundation

EMERALD CLUB
($20,000 - $29,999)
The Henry Foundation®

Shell Creek LLC

Victoria J. Tschinkel*

FLORIDA

STEWARD

($10,000 - $19,999)

Ainslie Foundation

F Gregory Barnhart

Stephanie Flinn and

Lawrence Flinn, Jr.

Robert L. Parks*

Mary and Thomas
Wells, IV

NATHANIEL REED

SOCIETY

($5,000 - $9,999)

The Acorn Foundation

Therese and John Adams

Mr. & Mrs. William
Gardner Brown

Christy Hamilton and
Theodore A. McGraw, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Edward H.
Hamm, Jr.

Vivienne Handy

Elizabeth L. Johnson Fund
at Fidelity Charitable

The Ethel Kennedy
Foundation

The Lemon Foundation

Madigan Family Foundation

Mary K. Oxley Foundation

Michael D. Rudd

Abra & Jim Wilkin Fund

DIAMOND CLUB
($3,000 - $4,999)
Susan C. Anderson
and Mark Allaben
Louise and Robert
Barfknecht
Clark Family Foundation
Donna and Brent Hoover
Gail Knisely
McCormack Family
Foundation

The M. Elizabeth
Moore Fund

Joanne D. Payson*

Nancy A. Prine*

J. Crayton Pruitt
Foundation

FRIEND

($1,000 - $2,999)

The Academy Place
Foundation

Anonymous (2)

Nancy and Gerard
Arsenault

Diane Ayres

Irela Bagué

Bain Family Foundation

Thomas J. Baird

John E. Baker and
Margaret R. Kirkland

Richard H. Baker

Robert B. Baker

Christine Bamberger

George W. Banks

Ann and Steve Bartram

Jann J. Bellamy

Liz and Rod Berens

Ottavio Francis Biondi, Jr.

Cecelia Bonifay

Susan Calkins

Myrna and Brian Canin

Peggy and David Carr

Susan C. Carr*

Mr. & Mrs. Harry G.
Charlston

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Horst
Conze, Jr.

Heidi Cox

Margretta Curry

Mr. & Mrs. James E
Curtis, Il

Jonathan Dale

Kimberly A. DeGrove
and Clyde Partin

Paula and Bruce Delaney

Alison and James Derrick

Dickman Law Firm

Dix Hite + Partners, Inc.

Robert G. Donnelley

Patty Duncan

Alice Emmett

Maxine and James Farrell

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D.
Frisbie

Jane V. Gaillard

Peter Gibian

Gorter Family Foundation

Bernard and Anne
Howell Gray
Richard Grosso™+
Jane M. Hamilton*
Candis M. Harbison*
Preston H. Haskell*
Ron & Lisa Hayes
Charitable Fund
Joseph M. Hixon, II*
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Ingram
Robert W. Jensen
Catherine Johnson
Kristopher Kest
Elizabeth H. Kinney
Thomas Leonard Knapp, Jr.
James Kotas
David Walker Laughlin
Mary Lassie Lee
Donna L. Legare and
Jody E. Walthall*
Legatus Foundation
Richard Levey/Levey
Consulting
Katherine A. Linneman
Mr. & Mrs. Per G.H.
Lofberg
David and Elizabeth
Long Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer S.
Marsh, Il
Marilee B. Matteson
Mr. & Mrs. Hans C.
Mautner, Sr.
McAdams Foundation
Catherine and W.
Scott McGraw
Valerie C. McNeely
Pam and Robert McVety
Katharine Miller and
William C. Miller, IV*
Mr. & Mrs. Peter C. Morse*
Morton Family Foundation
Barbara W. Mozayeny
and Robert M. Berger*
W. Stephen Murray and
Muffie Bancroft Murray
Barbara and Jack W.
Nicklaus™*
Mrs. Hugh O’Kane, Jr.
Rebecca D. O'Neill
Robert E. Palmer
Homi and Anne Patel
Richard A. Pettigrew
Lee and Harvey Poppel
Emilie and Joe Pryor
The Harold and Kate Reed
Family Foundation
Lisa and Christopher Rollo

Suzanne and Phillip
Rooney*

The Schiff Family
Foundation

Anne 0. Scott

The Starzinski Petteruti
Fund

Meg and Don Steiner

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L.
Stevenson

Ellen Stichter

Suzanne and John
Strawbridge, Il

Byron and Nancy Sugahara

Barbara Olin Taylor

Adena and David Testa

Stephen B. Timbers

Royall Victor, Il

Jacqueline and Fred
Wacker, Il

Kathleen and William
Wallace

Patricia G. Warner

Laura and Stanley Wiegand

Pam Wildman

Charles Judson
Williams, Jr.

Leslie Miller and Richard
Worley Foundation

£ Anthony Zunino, Il

SPONSOR

($500 - $999)

Yasmine Allawala

Mary Louise Richmond
Annibali

Anonymous

John Antoon

Rosemary Armstrong
and Sandy Weinberg, Jr.*

Candace W. Bagby

Frances H. Bangert

Berg Family Fund

Don Breen

Carole Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Norman
Harrison Buck

Mary Ann Casey

Mr. & Mrs. Richard S.
Chatham

Virginia Coleman

Carolyn Cooper and
Ned Cooper, Ill

Loretto and Dwight Crane

Emily and Peter Crisp*

Caroline and Guy L.
de Chazal

Donna DeGregory

William M. DeGrove

Davis Dinkins
Engineering, PA.
Charles W. Dodson
Barbara G. Duffy
Martha and Thomas Farrell
Carole and Phil Goodyear*
Saundra and Charles Gray
Louis E. Guyott
Mr. & Mrs. C. Barrows Hall
Kathryn Hardage
James M. Jackson, Jr.
Mae Thompson Jones
Linda Heller Kamm
Sebastian Kent
Gwen and Robert Langley
Lisa and Jeffrey Leiden
Nivin & Duncan
MacMillan Foundation
Roger McVeigh
Mendoza Family
Judith A. Merkt
Eliza Meyer
Katherine Mountcastle
Jane Mouzavires
Tim Murphy
Kate and Claude Nielsen
Bogdan & Rita Nowak
Family Fund
Marthann and
John Qutland
Peggy Daven Inc.
Iris and Fred Pollack
Rebecca and Barry Preston
Nancy S. Pullum
Jill J. Quigley
Marilyn Rodriguez
Peggy and John Rogers
Nancy and Robert Rowden
Sasser Family
Charitable Fund
Claire and Betty
Schelske Fund *
Nancy D. Scott®
Mr. & Mrs. Edward
Byron Smith, Jr.
Nancy Stroud*
Susan 0. Taylor
Laurilee Thompson
David FToal
Ronald M. Van Oeveren*
Joseph Volpe
Harold J. Von Weller
Michele and Borden
Walker
Todd C. Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
C. White, Ill
David R. Wilmerding, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jay M. Wilson
Pat and Grey Wilson

Roger H. Wilson
Trudy and Ted Winsberg

ANNIVERSARY

CLUB

($300 - $499)

Percy Angelo

Mr. & Mrs. David H. Banta

Peter Belmont

Mr. & Mrs. John DeC.
Blondel, Jr.

Donna Bosold

Elizabeth Kendall
Bosserman

Mike Buchanan

Kelly C. Dozier

Salvatore A. Faso

Rhonda and Clifford Fischer

Barbara A. Fisher

Patricia Forkan

Pamela J. Garrison

llse and Dieter Gerlach*

Lilly Christy Busch
Hermann Charitable
Foundation

Meadow Lane
Management

Anthony Mennella

Pauline Bray Nutting*

Marsha A. Reardon

John H. Reichenbach

Eileen and Matt Rostock™

Frank M. Sisto

Linda Smithe

Janet Stanko

GalinaTachieva, DPZ |
CoDesign

Penelope and Peter
Townsend

Alexandra and Gary
Woodfield

Myra Zilahy

Brenda and Richard Zyski

FAMILY

($100 - $299)

Lisa Parks Abberger*

James Adamski

Janet and Charles Alford

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan R.
Allen, Jr.

Glenn Anders

Anonymous

John/Lynn Babcock
Family Fund

Mr. & Mrs. William M.
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DONOR HIGHLIGHTS

Baldwin*

Stephen M. Barbas

Gail and William Beck

Dorothy and Nicholas
Beckwith, Il

Benevity

Jan Blue

Bonnie Kranzer Boland*

John C. Bordeaux

Greg Braun

Mary Bridgman

Sherry and Harold Brown

Brummer 2022 Designated
Fund atThe Miami
Foundation

Rita Budnyk

Lucy Bukowski

Jerry L. Burns*

Mrs. Jonathan Bush

Lois Bush

Alexander D. Calder

Robert Calhoun

Holly and John Cassani

Dragana N. Connaughton

Andrea Conaver

Mark Cotterman

April Cottini

Genora Crain-Orth

Sydney Crampton*

Marilyn E. Crotty*

Ruth Anne and Bob Crowell*

Bonnie Cruickshank-Lind

Desiree Cureton

Wayne E. Daltry*

Dennis Darin

Mary and John Davis

Patti and Carey Davis

Christina C. Davison

Katherine de Jongh

Sheila DeCiccio

David Dee

Allison DeFoor

Russell DeGrove

Susan Delegal

Gertrude and Robert Deyle*

Craig Diamond

Mallory Dimmitt

Christina Downs

Eric Draper

Daniel J. Dundon

Rebecca K. Falkenberry

Mr. & Mrs. William A.
Fisher, IlI

David Flinchum

Laura and Greg Fogleman

Connie and Richard Galley

Alyssa Garcia

Janice Garry

Pamela Gatz

George Glenn, Jr.

Timothy C. Glover

Ginger Goepper

Sandy and Jim Golding

Marta and Robert Gordon

Will Graves, Friends of
Florida's Coasts

Green Horizon Land Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Roger S. Griffin*

Linda Morton Gudger

Nancy Gundlach

Beth A. Hall

Cynthia Haller

Kathleen and William
Handley

Lawrence Hannah

Fred & Kathy Hanser Fund

Michael J. Hayes

Harold D. Heck, Jr.

Clay Henderson*

Susan Marley Henderson

Gaylord Hendricks

Tina and Dennis Henize

Jennifer Hesser

Christine and Henry Ho

Ruth Hope

Pam G. Hopkins

Michael Horan

Martha Horter

Gregory L. Huffman*

Peter K. llchuk*

Lorraine Ingrassia

Deirdre Irwin

Susan K. Jacobson and
Jeffrey L. Hardesty*

John Jannazo

JDFDAF at Fidelity
Charitable

Stephanie Jofe

M. Carl Johnson, IlI

Reuben B. Johnson, Il

Faith Jones

Holly Kennedy

Key Deer Protective
Alliance*

Kay and Orman Kimbrough

Dwight Kingsbury*

Janet B. Kinney

Christina Kniffin

Caroline and Roy Knight*

Louise Kowitch

Aimee Krivan

Robin C. Krivanek

Cathy and Gregg Kroen

Gladys Lane

Anne Adams Laumont

GaryW. Lee

Cindy Lerner

Teresa Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. John Karl Lina

Suzanne Lindsey

Susan J. Llorca

Lon Loken

Debbie and Bill Louda

Suzanne and John Lubera

Lisa Maack

Mr. & Mrs. Tyler L.
MacMillan*

David & Hildegarde
Mahoney Foundation

William J. Mahoney

Lorraine and Jack
Maniscalco

Susan Marks and Bruce
J. Black

Mr. & Mrs. R. Erik Martin*

Joan Matthews

Sue Mauk and Doug

ﬂ 1000FriendsofFlorida.org

Hornbeck

Monika Mayr

Deedy McKenna

Janet McPherson®

Trisha Meili and
Jim Schwarz

MERISTEM

Louis Merlin

John'W. Mettler, Il

W. Christopher
Mortenson, Jr.

Martha and Charles
Musgrove

Samuel A. and P
Jane Mutch*

Don Fullerton and Meg
Nelson Donor Advised
Fund*

Niles L. Noblitt

Paul Novack

Peter G. Nuyten

Luke O'Brien

Maureen O'Connor

Patsy Palmer

Howard W. Pardue, Jr.*

Adam Parish

John Parker

Mr. & Mrs. J. Geddes
Parsons

Cynthia A. Pasch

Kristin and Stephen Pategas

Dustin Paulson

PayPal Giving Fund

Suze P Peace

Jo Laurie Penrose

Robin Pesek

Thomas C. Peterson,
Landscape Architecture

A.C. Phipps Community
Charities

Eddie Pipkin

Paul Pronsky

Gary Pyne

Michael Ragsdale

Sarah A. Raiden*

Sarah Randolph

Harry D. Reed, Il

Roberts Giving Fund

Lisa Kay Roberts

Stephen J. Robitaille

Traies Roe

Cynthia A. Rogers

Jacquelyn Rogow

Janice C. Rose

Liza Ryan

Jean M. Sadowski

Ronald Saff

Elizabeth Sams

Mary Jordan Saunders

Stuart Schaffer

Jeannie Scruggs

Edward W. Scudder, Ill

Virginia P Sherlock

Robert R. Sherman®

Jennifer Shuler

Vicki Silver

Stephanie and Jim Simon*

Ryan Smart

Rob Sniffen

Barbara Somma

South Manasota Sandpiper
Key Assaciation

David Spaulding

Patricia G. Spear

Mary Sphar*

Staats Family Charitable
Fund

Helen Stamatacos

Madeline Steigerwald

Heidi E. Stiller

Mary L. Thayer*

Thomas D. Thompson

Rory C. Trumbore™

Leonard Tylenda

Robert Usherson™

Wanda Van Dam

Kathleen Vignos

Juanita M. Villalobos Bell

Trammy Vrana

Laura M. Ward

Katy Moss Warner

Bonnie B. Weaver

Carolyn Weddell

Jane West

Kim Wheeler

Mr. & Mrs. Estus Whitfield

Graham F Whitfield

Coralie Williams*

Lyrae Williams

Bradley Wilson

Katharine and
Thomas Wilson

Maria Wise

Edward 0. Wolcott

Eleanor and James Woolems

Shari M. Yudenfreund-Sujka

INDIVIDUAL

(Up to $99)

Lorna Ahrens

Roz Anthony

Lynn Artz

Gail Baron

Dianne Battle

Daniel Beaty

Alan R. Behrens™

Terri Bergmann®

Elizabeth A. Berry

Wiatt Bowers

Sandra Boylston

Jeanne and Jabe Breland

Timothy Brown

David E. Bruderly*

Haley Busch

Pam Capone

Patty Castro

Vince Cautero

Barrett Richard Chaix

Deborah and Vincent
and Charnasky

Sheryan and
Alexander Chester

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Chicky

Dennis Clark

David Cohn

Walter Coker

Dana Croshy Collier

David Crawley

Ellen Crook

Robert Cusick

Ed Davidson*

Garin Davidson

Robbin Davis

Paco De la Fuente*

Carly Delay

Janice A. DeMiranda

Nancy V. Deren

Lisa and Ralph DeVitto

Joan Drebing

Cindy Dwyer

Judith Ford*

Alice Gardner

Dodi Glas

Harvey L. Goldstein

Ellen and Ted Granger*

Rita A. Gribben

Cynthia Lyn Guerra

Carol A. Hamilton

Pat Harden*

Glen Harvie

Ed Highsmith

Michael Hill

Sharlee Hollingsworth

Virginia Howley

Hutchinson Island
Preservation Initiative

Diane Ingram*

Don A. Irons, Jr.*

Michael Jones

James Kalmanson

Christopher G. Kanistras

Cathy Kendall

Robert Knippel

David Knutson

Frankie Kropacek

William Laing

Jean L. Langston

Mary Pat Lavandera

Jo Ann Leimberg

John E. Lieberman

Roberta C. Lima

Ken Lindeman

Richard K. Mariani

Kevin McAndrew

David McCormick

Susan McGarry

Suzan Mclntosh

Anne L. McKinnon

Heidi Mehaffey

Gaylord M. Messick

James Moir

Bob Moore

Cathy Nieman

Bonnie O'Keefe

Jeff Omans

Arthur W. Ondich

Maryanne and Russell
Owens

Carleen Parlato

Rebecca Parsons

Mary Paulic

Alex Peaks

Leslie Pierpont

David Pritchett

Carol L. Pulley

Daryl Purchase

Sharon L. Quass

Patrick E. Quinlan

John Raznoff

Karen Riley

Richard Rodriguez

Cheryl Rogers

Kathryn Rolke

Mr. & Mrs. Victor H. Romley

Chris Rooney

Ellen Knox Roston

Anthony Russo

John Rust

Joanne Schwebach*

Bruce Schweizer

Norma Skaggs

Sharon Slavik

Kevin Spence

Susan Steinhauser

Sharon L. Stern

Suzanne and Henry Stolar

Maelouise Tennant and
Carl Flick

Scott Thatcher

John 0.Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Henry R.
Thuemler

Phyllis Tichy

Joann and Jim Torpey

Arthur Tucker

Kelly Turner

David Van Horn

Catherine Vogelsong

Brooke Watkins

Jeff Wells

Harry W. White*

Keithley T. Wilkins

Karen Wynn

Philip Young

Susan Zabriskie

* Member for 30
or more years
+In-kind donation



~IN MEMORIAM ~

In Memory of
Benjamin Lester Abberger:
Eric Draper

In Memory of
Carmen R. Chronister:

Coralie Williams

In Memory of
Georgianne Gatz Buchanan:
Mike Buchanan
Pamela Gatz
Carolyn Weddell

In Memory of
John Henry Hankinson:
Jane West

In Memory of John Murphy:
Tim Murphy

In Memory of
Nathaniel P. Reed:

Lemon Foundation

In Memory of
Robert Magee:
Wayne Daltry

In Memory of
Timothy Hunt:
Christine Bamberger
David Cohn

In Memory of

Tom McPherson:
Janet McPherson

Thank You to Our 2025-2026
Dr. John M. DeGrove Webinar Sponsors

FLORIDA STEWARD
Robert L. Parks, P.L.

NATHANIEL REED SOCIETY
Robert M. Rhodes

Susan Trevarthen

DIAMOND CLUB
J. Crayton Pruitt Foundation

FRIEND
Kimberly A. DeGrove &
Clyde Partin

Dickman Law Firm

Richard Levey/Levey Consulting

SPONSOR

Thomas J. Baird

Ned and Carolyn Cooper
William DeGrove
Vivienne Handy

James M. Jackson, Jr.
Jim Nicholas

Nancy Stroud

Laurilee Thompson

ANNIVERSARY CLUB

Donna Bosold

Galina Tachieva, DPZ |
CoDesign

SUPPORTER

American Planning Association,

Florida Chapter
Terrell Arline
Mary Bridgman
David Flinchum ASLA, AICP
Harmony Institute
Cindy Lerner
Joan Matthews
MERISTEM

Suze P. Peace

Thomas C. Peterson, ASLA,

Landscape Architecture

Alan Reynolds/Reynolds
Advisors LLC

Vicki Silver
Jane West
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Ruth Mead

For Ruth Mead, love for Florida isn’t just a feeling—
it’s a lifelong legacy, shaped by family, friendship,
and a deep respect for the state’s natural beauty.

Ruth first came to Hobe

support 1000 Friends in its earliest years. As one of the
organization’s Founding Friends—among the first
dedicated supporters—she helped build the foundation
for 1000 Friends’” work across the

Sound in 1935 with her parents,
grandmother, and sisters,
spending cherished seasons at the
Jupiter Island Club. What began
as family vacations became
something deeper. Friendships
formed, traditions took root, and
the rhythms of Florida life—
tennis, golf, fishing along the
Intracoastal, and long walks
collecting shells—became woven
into her story. Today, her great-
grandchildren are the sixth
generation of her family to enjoy
this treasured place.

In 1973, Ruth and her late
husband, Nelson, made their own
lasting commitment, purchasing a
home along the waterway. By the
late 1980s, they officially became
Florida residents.

Her love for the state extends beyond the coast.
Another favorite place is The Kampong in Coral Gables,
part of the National Tropical Botanical Garden. Once
home to famed plant explorer David Fairchild, the
gardens reflect Florida’s extraordinary biodiversity.

Ruth’s personal connections helped strengthen her
commitment to conservation. She met Nat Reed, who
was five years her junior, while they were both growing
up on Jupiter Island. Over time, their families became
close friends, sharing a passion for protecting Florida’s
natural beauty.

This sense of environmental stewardship led Ruth to

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

Ruth Mead

state. Today, she continues to
value the organization that Nat
Reed co-founded as a trusted
champion for conservation and
thoughtful legislation—an
advocate for the very qualities
that make Florida special.

Ruth is clear-eyed about
today’s challenges. Climate
change, she believes, is Florida’s
greatest environmental threat.
Close behind are uninformed
leadership and the pressures of
rapid, unchecked development.

Yet she remains hopeful and
grounded in action. Ruth believes
Florida’s future depends on
education across all ages and on
electing leaders who are honest,
informed, and committed to
protecting the state’s natural resources. Supporting
sustainable agriculture, fishing, and land use is essential
to preserving both Florida’s economy and its beauty.

Her message to fellow 1000 Friends supporters is
simple: Encourage friends and neighbors to join us and
support our work. And above all, VOTE—for leaders
who will safeguard Florida’s wetlands and forests,
keeping the state productive, beautiful, and free from
overdevelopment.

Ruth’s story reminds us that every act of
conservation and every vote matters, contributing to a
Florida that is thriving, resilient, and enduring for
generations to come.




