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INSIGHT

From the President

I t will not come as news to 1000 Friends of Florida
supporters who follow us through our email alerts,
website, webinars and social media platforms that we
have launched a major effort to fix problems created
by a new law passed as Senate Bill 180 during the last
hours of the 2025 session of the Florida Legislature.

To the logical questions — Why? What’s the big deal?
— our history and mission provide clear answers.
Since our founding nearly 40 years ago, 1000 Friends
has been defending the rights of Floridians to plan the
future they want for their communities. SB 180
undermines those rights by suspending the local land-
use planning process in every community in Florida.
We could not let this stand.

Paul Owens

As you will read in this newsletter, SB 180 was sold to lawmakers as a measure to
remove obstacles for Floridians to rebuild their homes and lives after hurricanes,
but two sections go far beyond hurricane recovery. They rule out any changes to a
local comprehensive plan or land development regulation or procedure that might
be considered “more restrictive or burdensome” to development from August 2024
until October 2027, and for more years in the future in any county within 100 miles
of a hurricane.

This sweeping prohibition has already been referenced by state regulators to block
local leaders from making changes to their land-use policies that have absolutely
nothing to do with hurricane recovery. Local governments have been told they can’t
limit development in rural areas, or enhance environmental safeguards, or
strengthen flood protection, or recoup the costs of growth by updating impact fees.

We responded to SB 180’s passage with a campaign to inform Floridians about its
destructive impacts and build grassroots pressure on legislators to fix the law. We
have been making our case to key members of the Florida Senate and House. We

hope they will do the right thing and fix the law.

But the legislative process is uncertain, and we can’t risk waiting until the end of the
2026 session in March to begin pursuing a backup plan. There is simply too much
at stake. So in October, we filed a lawsuit to
challenge SB 180, citing its provisions that violate
the Florida Constitution.

We will keep striving to fix SB 180, one way or
another, and restore Floridians’ planning rights.
With your continued support, we like our
chances.

?@MM&MWV

Paul Owens
President

1000FriendsofFlorida.org
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Amelia Island Intracoastal Sunset
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PHOTOGRAPHER in FOCcUS: Stan Cottle

long time resident of Amelia Island,

Stan Cottle came to photography
by way of a career in marketing
communications. As a marketing
consultant, Stan produces and directs
visual communications for corporations
which primarily involve digital media,
video and photography. Initially, Stan
hired writers, cinematographers,
photographers and editors for his 2
projects, but eventually took on these Stan Cottle
roles himself. The addition of another
role - drone pilot - extends Stan’s image capturing to
include “flying cameras.”

Stan’s work has included award-winning projects for
national clients such as AT&T, Anheuser-Busch, Carrier,
Chesapeake Utilities, Coca-Cola, Florida Public
Utilities, Ford and Humana, among many others. He
also works with local businesses including Jacksonville
Sheriff's Office, Amelia Island Plantation, Boys & Girls
Clubs, Council on Aging, North Florida Land Trust,
South Amelia Island Shore Stabilization Association,

U.S. Constitution Scholarship
Foundation and YMCA.

Inspired over the years by his father-in-
law, nature photographer Len Messineo,
Stan has embarked on the journey of art
photography. His focus is on landscape
and architectural photography, but he
occasionally explores other genres. Stan’s
purpose is to capture unique visual
perspectives of our environment - natural
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and built - in order to enhance the
human experience.

Stan has exhibited as a member artist in the Plantation
Artists Guild & Gallery and the Amelia Island Art
Association Gallery, while collections of his work are
displayed in corporate offices, boardrooms, and various
private homes around the country.

In August 2025, Stan was awarded first place in the
Landscapes category of Florida Wildlife Federation’s
“Florida in Focus” Photography Contest. Stan can be
contacted by email at ccomstan(@gmail.com.

Fall 2025



ADVOCATE’S CORNER

Review of 2025 Legislative Session

hen the 2025 Legislative session ended on June

16, it concluded as one of the longest in recent
history. Legislators stayed in Tallahassee an additional
45 days to continue talks about property tax policy
and pass this year’s state budget.

We are pleased to report that during the regular
session, the most important bill we supported - SB
80, which adds protections to stop incompatible
development in state parks - was passed. Also, many
of the bills we opposed, including those that would
have gutted some agricultural protections, eliminated
community redevelopment areas and abolished
regional planning councils were defeated.

Unfortunately, a last-minute amendment to an
otherwise sensible emergencies bill, SB 180, resulted
in a statewide freeze on local planning for at least

Beach Dune Fence

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

three years, and will extend the freeze in certain areas
for an additional year any time another hurricane hits
Florida. We cover the details of the bill in another
section of this newsletter, but it’s worth noting here
that repealing the portions in SB 180 that prohibit
communities from planning for their future is a top
priority for us in the upcoming legislative session,
which begins January 13, 2026.

As always, your calls and emails make a difference.
In committee hearings, legislators often refer to how
many people have reached out to their offices and we
know your contacts are among those that have
influenced their perspectives. We appreciate your
engagement last session and will need your voice in
2026.
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Restoring Community Planning:

Our Fight to Fix Senate Bill 180

his spring, the Florida Legislature passed Senate

Bill 180, a sweeping law that restricts how cities
and counties can guide growth and development.
Marketed as a “hurricane-recovery” measure, the law
goes far beyond storm rebuilding — it freezes local
comprehensive plans and land-development
regulations through 2027 and lets developers sue if
they claim a local rule is “more restrictive or
burdensome.” Furthermore, the Department of
Commerce, the state’s Land Planning Agency, has
notified many local governments that certain
proposed amendments are null under SB 180. The
result: communities across Florida are losing their
ability to plan responsibly for safety, infrastructure,
and conservation.

Since its passage, 1000 Friends of Florida has
made fixing this law our top legislative priority.
Through our advocacy campaign, we’ve been
educating Floridians through legal analyses,
supporting local governments, and advocating for

repeal of the law’s most damaging provisions in 2026.

On October 7, 1000 Friends of Florida filed our

own lawsuit in Leon County Circuit Court, separate
from the earlier challenge brought by 25 cities and
counties. Our suit, filed jointly with an Orange
County resident as co-plaintiff, argues that SB 180’s
vague and retroactive language violates Florida’s
Constitution, undermines home-rule authority, and
unlawfully strips local governments of their power to
manage growth in the public interest.

Meanwhile, our team has presented expert
testimony at legislative delegation hearings, produced
legal and policy analyses, and mobilized thousands of
Floridians through email action alerts, advocacy
strategy coaching and using social media. We're
documenting how SB 180 is being misused to roll
back voter-approved growth limits and threaten rural
and environmentally sensitive lands.

As we prepare for the 2026 Legislative Session,
1000 Friends will continue leading the charge to
restore local planning, defend home rule, and ensure
growth serves the people—not special interests.
Learn more and get involved at
https://1000fof.org/priorities/restorecommunityplanning/

Pelicans on Parade

Fall 2025
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ADVOCATE’S CORNER

2026 Legislative Priorities

Local Authority & Disaster Planning + Fund the next installment of the $3.5 billion

* Repeal damaging provisions of Senate Bill 180 Everglgdes restoration .a["d watgr—quallty )
passed in the 2025 Legislative Session that commitment and prioritize projects by public
undermine local planning, weaken Florida’s need.
resilience to natural disasters, and threaten Housing & Infrastructure
the hgalth, safety, and quality of life of * Direct Housing Trust Fund revenue exclusively
Floridians. toward affordable housing, plus $150 million

Environmental Protection annually in additional investment.

* Enforce stricter water quality standards, with « Fully fund the FY 2026-2027 Historic
enhanced_bio'solids management and Preservation Grant list and provide support for
conservation incentives. Florida Main Street program.

* Prevent sx_/vapping or selling state-owned * Support programs that provide flexible, cost-
conservation lands. effective transportation options to Floridians.

Conservation Funding
« Fund Florida Forever at pre-2008 levels and
maintain robust funding for Rural & Family
Lands Protection Programs to protect the
Florida Wildlife Corridor and other high-

priority conservation lands.

Beach Birds-Eye Surf
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BETTER COMMUNITIES

Biosolids and Florida’s Future:

A Call for Better Management

I n 2022, 1000 Friends of Florida launched a study of
the environmental and societal impacts of how
Florida manages biosolids — sewage sludge — and
how to reduce the negative impacts. Our study,
released in June and posted on our website at
1000fof.org/biosolids/, concluded that action is
overdue.

Most biosolids in Florida are classified as either
Class B, which receive the minimum level of
treatment, or the more highly-treated Class AA.
Treatment removes most pathogens and some heavy
metals but does not reduce nitrogen and
phosphorous, nutrients that are the primary fuel for
harmful algal blooms and degraded water quality.

Florida’s most utilized method of managing Class
B biosolids is to spread them on hayfields or pastures.

B
SOLIDS

When nutrients exceed what can be readily absorbed
by plant growth and soils, a portion of the remainder
ends up in lakes, rivers and streams. Biosolids may
also contain contaminants of emerging concern,
including PFAS.

As we concluded in our report, Florida needs a
better, fairer approach to biosolids management that
minimizes its environmental impacts, reduces risk
transfer from one political boundary or watershed to
another, and imposes the management cost on the
generators of biosolids, not the recipients or the
state’s taxpayers. We are now working with partners,
including the St. Johns River Waterkeeper, to advance
these goals.

NEW REPORT: Community Visioning

& Landscape Conservation Plannmg

his fall, with support from the University of

Florida’s Center for Landscape Conservation
Planning, we released Community Visioning &
Landscape Conservation Planning, a new report by
Dover, Kohl & Partners showing how science-based
mapping and broad public participation can guide
growth while conserving Florida’s lands and waters.

The report includes a step-by-step framework for
integrating land use, conservation, and community
values in local planning processes, illustrated through
real-world examples and strategies for protecting the
Florida Wildlife Corridor.

To share these findings statewide, we hosted a free
webinar featuring the report author, Steve Postma, of
Dover, Kohl & Partners, and Nassau County planners
who successfully applied these methods in their
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan.

Together, this work highlights how data-driven,
community-informed planning can guide sustainable
development and conservation across Florida.

Check out the report and watch the recorded
webinar on our website. 1000fof.org

Peters Point Boardwalk Sunrise

Fall 2025
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BETTER COMMUNITIES

Saving Lake Jackson

hat would be the third-largest expansion to the

Tallahassee-Leon County Urban Services Area
(USA) in 30 years was quietly incorporated into a
proposed update of the local comprehensive plan.
The first set of text and map amendments was
publicly released in March 2025, transmitted for
required state agency input in early summer, and
slated for adoption in mid-summer. However, this
fast-tracking, with minimal public engagement, has
raised serious concerns. 1000 Friends alerted our
local friends.

One set of amendments, if implemented, would
expand the USA by about 1000 acres and amend the
Lake Protection zone to allow thousands of new
homes and a major commercial node in a rural area
near Lake Jackson, Florida’s only freshwater lake
system that is both a State Aquatic Preserve and
Outstanding Florida Water. The proposed expansion

could disrupt this delicate ecosystem. Primary access
would be provided by the scenic two-lane Meridian
Road, a designated canopy road established in 1824 as
part of Florida's Prime Meridian. Regulations have
been in place for decades to protect these resources.

1000 Friends continues to promote public
engagement, sharing our concerns that there has been
no demonstration of need, no environmental or
transportation analysis, and no fiscal assessment of
the cost to taxpayers of expanding the USA. These
amendments are now up for adoption by the end of
2025.

1000 Friends also played a leading role in alerting
residents about other proposed amendments to
upzone swaths of downtown. When blindsided
residents shared their concerns, these amendments
were quietly withdrawn from consideration.

Lanceford Creek Sunset

1000FriendsofFlorida.org
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Economics of Rural Land Use in Florida

nderstanding the economics of urban and rural

land uses is key to guiding policymakers towards
a more fiscally sustainable future for our state. The
national geo-accounting firm Urban3's study,
Economics of Rural Land Use in Florida, compares
public infrastructure costs, with property tax revenue,
and the value of ecosystem services across three
scenarios for a 44-acre parcel in rural Florida.
Ecosystem services — the hidden values provided by
natural land, including flood protection and clean
water — are a key focus.

As can be seen in the graphic, Urban 3 finds land
in agriculture or under conservation easement
generates a net public gain of $800-$900 per acre.
Low-density residential by contrast, results in a net
public loss of about $1,790 per acre due to
infrastructure costs and loss of value related to
ecosystem services.

This has significant implications for Florida’s
future and is consistent with national studies that
low-density residential development does not
generate enough property tax revenue to cover the

public construction
and maintenance
costs for the roads,
water, sewer,
stormwater, and
other infrastructure
and necessary
services. Land
remaining in
agriculture or
under conservation
easements, on the
other hand,
generates a modest
surplus for local
governments.

Economics of
Rural Land Use in Florida

Commissioned by 1000 Friends of Florida and the
University of Florida Center for Landscape
Conservation Planning, this study deepens our
understanding of the economics of rural land use.
The full report is available at
1000fof.org/priorities/fiscal.

1. Agriculture

Value Comparison (3 Scenarios): Nassau County, Florida

2. Conservation

Easement

Ecosystern Ecosystern
Services Services Ecosystem
Propery Taxes Property Taxes  Infrastructure Services
$1,300 $300 $0 $0

$-3,100

Infrastructure

: =
I Total Revenues |
M Total Costs

3. Low Density
Residential

Net Position:

$36,200

(8800 per acre)

Image courtesy of Urban 3. Source: Urban3, Google Maps.

Net Position:

$38,300

{8500 per acra)

Net Position:

-$78,700

(-$1.800 per acre)

Fall 2025



BETTER COMMUNITIES

Highlights from Our

2025-2026
WEBINAR SERIES

Find Out More and Register Now at 1000fof.org/webinars

For more than a decade, 1000 Friends has been
proud to offer informative and engaging webinars
featuring strategies to build better communities and
save special places in one of the fastest growing states in
the nation. Offered free of charge, the webinars are also
approved for professional certification credits for
planners, attorneys, landscape architects, and others.

Our September webinar explored the Community
Visioning & Landscape Conservation Planning report,
highlighting how Florida communities can use visioning
and science-based planning to protect land, guide
growth, and strengthen connections within the Florida

Wildlife Corridor.

Upcoming Webinars
Held on Wednesdays, from Noon to 1:30, Eastern

November 12, 2025 — Beyond the Zoning
Map: How Florida Communities Are

Planning for the Future

December 10, 2025 — Rethinking Roads:
A Complete Streets Approach to Safer

Communities

January 7,2026 — 2026 Florida

Legislative Preview

Thank You to Our Webinar Sponsors

FLORIDA STEWARD
Robert L. Parks, P.L.

NATHANIEL REED
SOCIETY

Susan Trevarthen

DIAMOND CLUB

Dickman Law Firm

J. Crayton Pruitt
Foundation

FRIEND

Kimberly A. DeGrove
& Clyde Partin

William Howard Flowers, Jr.

Foundation

Richard Levey/Levey
Consulting

Jim Nicholas
Robert M. Rhodes
Jake D. Varn

SPONSOR

Terrell K. Arline
Thomas J. Baird
William M. DeGrove

Harmony Institute

February 11, 2026 — 2026 Florida

Legislative Update

March 26, 2026 — 2026 Florida Legislative

Wrap Up

April 2026 — Coming Soon: Stay Tuned for

More Information

May 26,2026 — From Swamp to Suburb:
The True Cost of Wetland Loss in Florida

James M. Jackson, Jr.
Nancy Stroud

ANNIVERSARY CLUB
Donna Bosold
David M. Orshefsky

SUPPORTER

American Planning
Association, Florida

Chapter
Carolyn and Ned Cooper
The Fine Family
Vivienne Handy

Cindy Lerner

Saralee Morrissey
James Murley

Sam Mutch, AICP
Tom Peterson, ASLA,

Landscape Architecture

Alan Reynolds/Reynolds
Advisors LLC

Lawrence E. Sellers, Jr.
Megan Sladek

Tom Taylor

Jane West

1000FriendsofFlorida.org




FRIENDS UPDATE

In Memory of Jaimie Ross

We are sad to share the passing
in August of Jaimie Ross,
1000 Friends of Florida’s former
director of affordable housing. She
went on to become president and
CEO of the Florida Housing
Coalition in 2013, and retired in
2022.

While working for 1000 Friends,
Jaimie spearheaded the successful
state legislative campaign in 1992 to
draft and pass the William E.
Sadowski Affordable Housing Act.
This landmark law, considered a
national model, created state trust
funds that have provided billions of
dollars to expand affordable housing
for Floridians, including families,
seniors, farm workers, veterans, and
people experiencing homelessness.

With 1000 Friends and then
with the Florida Housing Coalition,

Jaimie Ross

she helped establish and sustain affordable housing

Walkers Landing Sunset

policies and programs. She
worked with local governments
and nonprofits to enhance the
success of those programs, and
led a broad-based coalition to
promote the full funding
promised under the Sadowski Act.

1000 Friends President Paul
Owens first met Jaimie two
decades ago in his former role as a
newspaper editorial writer, and
went on to work closely with her
and other affordable housing
advocates as a member of the
Sadowski Coalition. He admired
her as a passionate, tireless and
effective leader.

1000 Friends will continue to
be a member of the Sadowski
Coalition, and honor Jaimie’s life
and work by seeking robust
funding to expand affordable

housing in communities across Florida.
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FRIENDS UPDATE

CIRCLE of FRIENDS

e’re proud to introduce Circle of Thanks to your support, we’ve protected
Friends, a new monthly program treasured places across the state, including
that fuels the everyday, year-round joining forces with citizens and partners to
work it takes to protect Florida’s spearhead a successful campaign to block
iconic landscapes, irreplaceable efforts to allow harmful development in
wildlife, and beloved communities. Florida’s state parks. Victories like that
At 1000 Friends, we know that aren’t won overnight; they take
real change takes time, persistence, commitment.
and community support. That’s why Monthly giving, no matter the size,
monthly giving is so powerful. It becomes part of that ongoing commitment.

provides a steady foundation, not just for It’s simple, meaningful, and ensures we can keep
our work, but for our vision of a Florida where showing up every day to protect the places that make
growth is balanced with conservation, and where Florida special.

communities and nature thrive together.

Join Circle of Friends today — and be part of something lasting.

Amelia Light

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

8/m07) uelS J0 ASaLno? 010y,



DONOR HIGHLIGHTS

o

THANK YOU to Our Donors Who Contributed During
the Period from February 15, 2025 to September 15, 2025.

5

We appreciate the many foundations, corporations, organizations, and

individuals supporting our work over the years. Recent gifts have been provided by:

ESTATE GIFT
J. Gwynne and Frances
W.Thorsen

FLORIDA
BENEFACTOR
($50,000 - UP)
Jacarlene Foundation

NATHANIEL
REED LEGACY
($30,000 - $49,999)
Curtis and Edith Munson
Foundation*

EMERALD CLUB

($20,000 - $29999)

0'Neill Family Charitable
Trust

FLORIDA

STEWARD

($10,000 - $19,999)

Appreciation of Earth and
Animal Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M.
Brennan, Il

Marco Family
Foundation

Jim Swann

NATHANIEL

REED SOCIETY

($5,000 - $9,999)

Burton E. Eno

Fidelity Charitable

Bonnie Hechtkopf

Val LaHart*

Marni and Morris Propp
Family Foundation

James S. and Gail P
Riepe Charitable
Foundation

Susan Trevarthen

Victoria J. Tschinkel*

DIAMOND CLUB

($3,000 - $4,999)

James E. and Constance
L. Bell Foundation

DAFgiving360

The Straker/Humphreys
Chartiable Fund

Pioneer Property Owners
Association

Tall Timbers

Peter S. Verrill

Roger H. Wilson

FRIEND

($1,000 - $2,999)

Gerard and Nancy
Arsenault

Ayco Charitable
Foundation

Keith and Lucy Bailey*

David M. and Barbara
Baldwin Foundation

Legatus Foundation

William and Clare
Bohnett

Susan P Burke

Jim and Mary Burt®

Donald G. & Ann M.
Calder Foundation

Mrs. Tristam C. Colket, Jr.

Community Foundation of
Greater Birmingham

Community Foundation of
North Florida

Emily and Peter O. Crisp*

The Davis Family
Foundation™

Dickman Law Firm

Lucius and Wendy Hill
Fund

Faith Jones

William C. Jonson*

Linda Heller Kamm

Tom P Krasner

Mrs. H. Frederick
Krimendahl, Il

Dorothy E. Kurtz

Carlos A. Lacasa

Donna L. Legare and
Jody E. Walthall*

Susan Eckert Lynch

Marilee B. Matteson

William Matthews

William G. McKelvy*

Ted and Suzanne
Mikalsen

James C. Morphy

Newman Family
Foundation

Claude and Kate Nielsen

Mary K. Oxley
Foundation

Robert L. Parks™

Nicholas and Linda
Penniman, IV

Robert and Nancy
Puff, Jr.

Robert M. Rhodes

Timothee Sallin,
Cherrylake

Betty J. Schelske*

Target Circle Community
Support Program

JoAnnTredennick

Vanguard Charitable

Mark Watts, Cobb Cole

Live Oak Foundation/
Charlotte C. Weber*

Westminster Barrington
Foundation

Stephen M. Wolf

SPONSOR
($500 - $999)
Thomas J. Baird
Leslie and Sherry
Boydstun

Richard Stanley Chatham

Collier Community
Foundation

Edward and RoseLine
Curran

Edward N. Dayton

Henry Dean

Davis Dinkins
Engineering, PA.

Murrell Jay Eichelberger

The Fine Family Giving
Fund

John Fleming

Mr. & Mrs. RogerT.
Fridholm*

Richard Grosso+*

Monique B. Hampton

Frederic N. Heller

Christina Hite

JP Morgan Charitable
Giving Fund

Nelson Mead Fund*

Jim Nicholas

Paul Owens

Sarah A. Raiden*

Rick Richards

John and Peggy Rogers

Frank M. Sisto

Marty Sullivan

Harold J. Von Weller

Charles Judson
Williams, Jr.

Myra N. & Van Zandt
Williams, Jr.

David R. Wilmerding, Jr.

Archie S. Wingfield, Jr.
Charitable Trust

ANNIVERSARY
CLUB

($300 - $499)
Anne Altchek
Christine Bamberger

Elizabeth Kendall
Bosserman

Desiree Cureton

Carolyn C. Goodman

John Jannazo

Niesen and Ana Kasdin

Gladys Lane

Peter 0. Lawson-
Johnston*

Morgan Stanley Gift

William and Wendy
Nolan, IlI

Colin Phipps

John E. Quinn

Christopher and
Lisa Rollo

Julius and Marilynn
Sparacino

Irene Alberta Szedlmayer

Louise M. "Weebo'
Watkins

Bonnie B. Weaver

Edward 0. Wolcott

Myra Zilahy

FAMILY

($100 - $299)

Lisa Parks Abberger*

Gary R. Alexander

American Planning
Association, Florida

Robin Annexstein and
Andrew Woolley

Anonymous

Terrell Arline

Amee Bailey

Alan Bernstein

Adam-Antony Biblo*

William D. Biersach

David C. Botto

Sandra D. Brady

Michael J. Caire

Alexander D. Calder

Fall 2025



DONOR HIGHLIGHTS

Robert Calhoun

Michael and Leigh Cayse

Barbara Chenoweth

Harry E Chiles

Andrea Conover

Donald R. Crane, Jr.

Bob and Ruth Anne
Crowell*

Jerry B. Curington®

Nan DeGrove

Thomas DeMarco

William 0. DeWitt, Jr.

Amanda Dexheimer

Andrew Du Moulin

Patty Duncan

Joe Epstein

Rebecca K. Falkenberry
and Bill Stokes

Elisabeth Purser Fennell

Barbara A. Fisher

David Flinchum

Patricia Forkan

Winston W. Gardner, Jr.*

Robert A. Gebbia

Marianne Gengenbach

Sally I. Gillespie

Diana Giraldo

Mark Glickman

Timothy C. Glover

Robert and Marta Gordon

Tarez Graban

Grass River Garden Club

Charles and Saundra Gray

Barbara Gubbin

Sonya Guidry

Susanne Hallowell

Ruth C. Hamberg

Harmony Institute

Mary Frances Van Horn
Harris*

Harold D. Hartgrove

Rich and Melissa Havens

Michael J. Hayes

Richard Hedlund

Marjorie H. Hendon

Thad & Patti Hetherington

Mr. & Mrs. Hoyt H.
Holden, Ill

Pam G. Hopkins

Peter llchuk™®

David Jantz

Lauren Jorgensen

ﬂ 1000FriendsofFlorida.org

Robin C. Krivanek

Susan Lafontaine

Melissa Lammers

Thomas Larson

Jack Latvala

Miguel and Roberta Lima

Elizabeth Small Lipscomb

Susan J. Llorca

Jack and Lorraine
Maniscalco

Linda McCollum-Brounley

Nicki McDonald

James P McKelvy

JohnW. Mettler, Il

Leverett S. Miller

James & Joanne Mitchell
Foundation

Walter Monk

Randy and Marjory
Morehouse

Ann and Donald C.
Morrow

Tim Murphy

Donald R. Musselman

Eileen Naaman*

Sue Nelson

Patricia E. Nolan

North Florida Land Trust

Robert E. Olson

Judy Orcutt

Ross Owens

Kris and Virginia
Pagenkopf

Howard W. Pardue, Jr.*

Sean Parks

Mr. & Mrs. Paul A.
Peterson, Jr.

Richard A. Pettigrew

Sherry Phillips

Pledgeling Foundation

Michael and Deborah
Pucillo

Beth Rappaport

Raymond James
Charitable

Catherine Reischmann

Alan Reynolds/Reynolds
Advisors LLC

Carol B. Rist*

Alan Roddy

Mark and Sue Ryan

Kim V. Sanchez

Martin Schneider

William and Anne
Seaman, Jr.*

Virginia P Sherlock

Celeste Shitama

Terry and Pamela Sible

Ken and Julie Sipes

The Robert L. Smith and
Patricia L. Sawyer
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In Memory of Lester Abberger

000 Friends of Florida mourns

the passing in August of our
dear friend and past chairman,
Lester Abberger of Tallahassee.
Lester was not only a leader of
our organization, but also a
tireless advocate for the people
and places that make Florida
special.

For decades, Lester gave his
time, talent, and wisdom to
1000 Friends, helping to shape
the direction of our work and
inspiring others with his vision
of a Florida where growth and
conservation could co-exist in
balance. Like his friend and
mentor, Nathaniel Reed, Lester
passionately believed that
citizens should have a strong
voice in planning the future of their communities,
and he worked to ensure that voice was heard. His
leadership left an enduring mark on Florida’s growth
management policies and on generations of advocates
who carry forward his example.

Lester’s generosity of spirit extended far beyond
1000 Friends. An investment banker and lobbyist by
profession, he poured his energy into an
extraordinary range of public, charitable, and cultural
endeavors. He served as chairman of the LeRoy
Collins Institute for Public Policy at Florida State
University and Horizon Communities in Prisons, a
national faith-based prison ministry. He also gave his
leadership to Audubon Florida, Florida Healthy Kids,
the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra, Leadership
Florida, Habitat for Humanity, the Florida
Humanities Council, and many other worthy causes.
Whether working in education, the arts,

Lester Abbérger

1000FriendsofFlorida.org

conservation, or health care,
Lester’s constant goal was the
same: to strengthen
communities and improve lives.

A graduate of Davidson
College and a Knight Fellow at
the University of Miami School
of Architecture, Lester
combined intellectual curiosity
with a deep sense of
responsibility. He had an
extraordinary ability to bring
people together — across
politics, disciplines, and
perspectives — to find common
ground and achieve lasting
progress.

Lester was a dedicated
conservationist who cherished
the natural world. He loved
spending time outdoors fishing and hunting birds.
He earned the title of Florida Master Gardener and
Florida Master Naturalist, and he collected Florida
landscape art.

Those who knew Lester will remember his sharp
mind, his warmth, his humility, and his unwavering
dedication to service. He had a gift for mentorship
and for making everyone feel valued, whether they
were a longtime colleague or someone just beginning
their career.

Lester leaves behind not only an extraordinary
legacy of civic leadership, but also countless friends
and colleagues who are better for having known him.
Florida is a stronger, more thoughtful, and more
compassionate place because of his life’s work. We
extend our heartfelt condolences to his family and
loved ones, including his wife, Amanda Leigh
Stringer, and his two stepchildren.



