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Florida’s communities run the gamut from major 
metropolises to rural towns to coastal villages. Since 

our founding in 1986, 1000 Friends of Florida has been 
committed to defending and strengthening a growth-
planning process for our state’s communities that 
reflects the specific needs and values of their residents. 
One size does not fit all, especially in Florida.  

In the past year, we were reminded of Florida’s diversity 
as we conducted workshops on future land 
development in three 
counties in Florida’s Big 
Bend: Taylor, Levy and 
Dixie. Unlike others 
where we have held 
workshops, these rural, 
fiscally constrained 
counties are not 
expecting substantial 
population growth in the 
next few decades. But 
that gives them a greater 
opportunity to preserve 
their natural and 
agricultural lands, which 
produce valuable 
benefits for each county’s 
environment, economy 
and quality of life.  

Using scenarios in each 
county for future 
development prepared 
by our project partners at 
the University of 
Florida’s Center for Landscape Conservation Planning 
(CLCP), we recommended policies to promote land 
conservation and direct growth toward developed areas 
with the infrastructure to accommodate it. This 
approach would best preserve the character of these 
counties, while still leaving plenty of space to create jobs 
and encourage investment — goals we heard 
consistently from the residents we surveyed.    

Also in the past year, we returned to Martin County, an 
area of special interest for us since our inception. In 
another joint effort with the CLCP — this one 

sponsored by the Guardians of Martin County — we 
analyzed future development scenarios, with a focus on 
the county’s largely undeveloped western lands. We 
confirmed that the overwhelming majority of those 
lands are environmentally valuable and priorities for 
conservation. Our analysis also found that the county 
could fully absorb its projected population growth by 
2040 within its existing urban services districts with only 
a modest increase in development density, and preserve 
its cherished western lands.     

These are just a few of our 
activities from a busy and 
productive year. More 
details are included in this 
report. We are hopeful 
that our engagement in 
communities across 
Florida will steer them to 
growth policies that 
protect their environment, 
character and quality of 
life.  But some recent 
misguided decisions from 
state lawmakers could 
prevent local governments 
from prioritizing 
sustainable development. 
With your continuing 
support, we will keep 
pushing to restore and 
enhance every 
community’s right to 
choose its future.  

 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT

  Old Florida Vibes (Hunter Turner)

Paul Owens 
President
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n Safeguarding state parks — Worked with allies to 
force withdrawal of plan for incompatible 
development in nine state parks, and spearheaded 
successful campaign to pass strong legislation to 
stop future development plans 

n Maintaining Florida agriculture — Led effort that 
defeated proposal to expose vulnerable farmland to 
development, and helped secure $250 million to 
preserve working farms 

n Improving water quality — With partners, secured 
$1.5 billion for Everglades restoration and water 
quality improvements throughout Florida 

n Boosting local land protection — Endorsed and 
promoted successful passage of ballot initiatives to 
preserve valuable natural land in Clay, Lake, Martin 
and Osceola counties 

n Strengthening policies to prevent sprawl — With 
partners, promoted successful passage of ballot 
measures that enhance local governments’ ability 
to protect rural land from premature development 
in Orange and Seminole counties  

n Protecting conservation land — With allies, 
blocked proposed swaps of conservation land in 
Guana River Wildlife Management Area and 
Withlacoochee State Forest  

n Preserving Brevard’s Barrier Island — Continued 
to work with local allies to fulfill state law 
protecting the Brevard Barrier Island from 
incompatible development 

n Uniting for Florida’s environment — Maintained 
efforts with coalitions to protect the Everglades, 
natural springs, Florida’s coasts, the Ocklawaha 
River, and more 

SAVING SPECIAL PLACES

2024-2025 MA JOR  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Old Florida Vibes is the work of drone photographer, illustrator, author, and Florida native D. Hunter Turner. 
Inspired by preserving and protecting wild spaces and public places for the next generation of explorers and native 
flora and fauna, Turner focuses his artistic endeavors on shedding light on the changing landscape and the clashes 
the natural world is experiencing with human forces. He serves as a communications advisory board member to 
the Florida Springs Council, where he hopes to lead others to the importance of advocating for the protection of 
Florida Springs. His work can be found at OldFloridaVibes.com

Featured Photography
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n Leading in Martin County — Presented public 
workshop to highlight forecasts for sustainable 
development, and advised leaders and citizens on 
strengthening county’s growth plan 

n Advocating for Palm Beach County — Maintained 
efforts to oppose incompatible development in the 
County’s Agricultural Reserve 

n Informing plans in St. Johns County — Participated in 
planning focus group to reinforce urban growth 
boundary as an important tool to prevent sprawl 

n Holding the Line in Miami-Dade — As fiscal sponsor of 
coalition dedicated to smart growth and environmental 
protection in Florida’s largest county, continued to 
organize opposition to development outside Miami-
Dade’s urban development boundary 

n Envisioning the Big Bend’s future — Conducted 
workshops and delivered presentations to local decision 
makers to promote sustainable growth and development 
policies in Taylor, Levy and Dixie counties 

n Promoting inclusive planning in Leon County — 
Mobilized public participation and advocated for a year-
long refinement process to improve major updates to 
the Tallahassee-Leon County Comprehensive Plan. 

n Securing planning resources — Led successful effort to 
defeat legislative proposals to abolish regional planning 
councils and community redevelopment areas 

n Expanding workforce housing — With coalition allies, 
secured full funding from state’s affordable housing 
trust funds  

n Improving community resilience — Helped obtain $170 
million from state lawmakers to fortify communities 
against flooding, sea-level rise and other climate 
impacts 

n Upholding Florida history — Helped pass legislation to 
raise fine for demolishing historic buildings  

n Warning renters about flooding — Supported 
legislation passed to expand state’s flood disclosure 
requirement to rental properties 

BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES

  Old Florida Vibes (Hunter Turner)
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n Empowering citizens and professionals – In free Dr. 
John M. DeGrove webinar series, presented thousands 
of attendees with valuable information and free 
continuing education credits on cutting-edge planning 
topics, including the Live Local and Bert J. Harris acts 

n Protecting the Florida Wildlife Corridor – Conducted 
second series of four webinars, and developed online 
curriculum for local government leaders and planners, 
on planning to protect the Florida Wildlife Corridor 

n Keeping watch on Tallahassee – Provided status and 
analysis online for scores of key bills in planning, 
resilience, conservation, water quality and 
transportation during 2025 legislative session  

n Highlighting planning’s economic benefits – Released 
study demonstrating the advantages for taxpayers of 
compact urban development compared with low-
density sprawl 

n Promoting better biosolids management – Completed 
report and online StoryMap on the environmental 
impacts and societal costs of land application of sewage 
sludge in Florida 

n Enhancing land preservation – Published land-use 
expert’s paper showing there is no constitutional or 
statutory right to develop rural or agricultural land 

n Guiding local planning – Advised citizens in multiple 
counties undergoing updates in their growth plans 

n Reaching out to communities – Delivered 
presentations to diverse audiences across Florida, and 
attended public exhibitions, to share the benefits of 
responsible, citizen-driven smart growth  

n Educating Floridians on planning – Awarded 
American Planning Association (APA) Florida's Award 
of Excellence for Grassroots Initiatives for our 
educational efforts 

CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH PLANNING

Earlier this year, we were honored to receive an extraordinary gift from the estate of  J. Gwynne Thorsen and his wife, Frances 
Thorsen, a couple whose lives quietly but powerfully shaped the world around them. Mr. Thorsen, a renowned home designer, 
passed away in 2024, several years after his beloved wife in 2018. Together, they lived lives marked by beauty, devotion, and 
generosity. 

For decades, they split their time between two coastal communities — Nantucket 
and Hobe Sound. Their Florida story began on the water in Hobe Sound, living 
aboard a boat they affectionately named Private Lives, a nod to their quiet, deeply 
connected world. Eventually, they settled into a nearby house, though the sea 
never left their hearts. “They loved their proximity to the water in both 
communities,” recalled their niece, Mimi McFall.  

Private and thoughtful, they poured their love into one another, into friendships, 
and into causes they believed in. Their estate tells that story — a legacy carefully 
composed, with generous bequests made to nonprofits across both Florida and 
Massachusetts. From charitable healthcare to child welfare, from the arts to 
conservation, their giving reflected their values and vision for a better world. 

“They were very thoughtful about their choices, about all the things they did,” 
their niece shared. “The fact that they selected 1000 Friends — obviously, they felt 
very strongly about it.” 

We are profoundly grateful to be among the organizations chosen to carry their 
legacy forward. Their gift will help us protect Florida’s special places and build 
stronger, more resilient communities — a lasting tribute to a couple who 
cherished beauty, connection, and quiet impact.

Tribute to Legacy Donors: 
J. Gwynne and Frances W. Thorsen
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Donations of $1,000 and greater for the period from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

ESTATE GIFT 
J. Gwynne and Frances  
   W. Thorsen 
 
NATHANIEL REED 
LEGACY  
$30,000 and above 
Glenn W. Bailey  
   Foundation 
Jacarlene Foundation 
Curtis and Edith Munson  
   Foundation  
River Branch Foundation* 
The John A. and Elizabeth  
   F. Taylor Charitable  
   Foundation 
Victoria J. Tschinkel* 
 
EMERALD CLUB 
$20,000 to $29,999 
Fidelity Charitable 
The Henry Foundation* 
The James and Sallye Jude  
   Charitable Trust 
Marmot Foundation* 
McCausland Foundation 
O'Neill Family Charitable  
   Trust 
Spurlino Foundation 
 
FLORIDA STEWARD 
$10,000 to $19,999 
F. Gregory Barnhart 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles  
   Brennan, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Z.  
   Duke, III* 
Stephanie & Lawrence  
   Flinn, Jr. 
Gunterberg Charitable  
   Foundation 
Holly Jolly Foundation 
 Marco Family Foundation 
Jim and Jonnie Swann 
 
NATHANIEL REED 
SOCIETY 
$5,000 to $9,999 
The Acorn Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. William  
   Gardner Brown 
The Burnap Foundation 
Cox Foundation: Steve and  
   Ann Bartram, Heidi Cox,  
   Thomas and Martha  
   Farrell 
Dix Hite + Partners, Inc. 
Burton E. Eno 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward  
   H. Hamm, Jr. 
Bonnie Hechtkopf 
Elizabeth L. Johnson Fund  
   at Fidelity Charitable 
Kristopher Kest 
The Lemon Foundation 
Madigan Family  
   Foundation 
McCormack Family  
   Foundation 
Christy Hamilton and  
   Theodore A. McGraw 
The Harold & Kate Reed  
   Family Foundation 
James S. and Gail P. Riepe  
   Charitable Foundation 
Michael D. Rudd 
Schwab Charitable 
Scott Family Foundation 
Tall Timbers Research 
Susan Trevarthen 
The Abra Wilkin Fund 
Roger H. Wilson 
 
DIAMOND CLUB  
$3,000 to $4,999 
Ayco Charitable 
James E. and Constance L.  
   Bell Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. William and  
   Clare  Bohnett 
Estelle R. Brashears 
Clark Family Foundation 
Brent and Donna Hoover 
Joseph Humphreys and  
   Jane Straker 
Linda Heller Kamm 
Gail Knisely 

Legatus Foundation 
Joanne D. Payson* 
J. Crayton Pruitt  
   Foundation 
Vanguard Charitable 
Peter S. Verrill 
Weyerhaeuser 
 
FRIEND 
$1,000 to $2,999 
Lester Abberger 
Mr. & Mrs. John and  
   Therese Adams 
Susan C. Anderson 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard and  
   Nancy Arsenault 
Mr. & Mrs. David  Auth 
Keith and Lucy Bailey 
Thomas J. Baird 
David M. and Barbara  
   Baldwin Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J.  
   Barfknecht 
Steve and Ann Bartram 
The Stephen and Ally  
   Bartram Charitable Fund 
   at Schwab Charitable 
Jann J. Bellamy 
Bernstein Philanthropic  
   Fund 
Ottavio Francis Biondi, Jr. 
Cecelia Bonifay 
Kenneth and Irene  
   Botsford 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael C.  
   Brooks 
Susan P. Burke 
Jim and Mary Burt* 
Chris Calder Fund at  
   Fidelity Charitable 
Donald Grant & Ann  
   Martin Calder 
   Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian and  
   Myrna Canin 

Mr. & Mrs. David and  
   Mary Carlino 
Mr. & Mrs. David & Peggy   
   Carr 
Debra A. Cervenka 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry G.  
   Charlston 
Chicago Community  
   Foundation 
Mrs. Tristam C. Colket, Jr. 
Community Foundation of 
   Greater Birmingham 
Community Foundation of  
   North Florida 
Peter and Emily Crisp* 
Mr. & Mrs. James F.  
   Curtis, III 
DAFgiving360 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew and  
   Lori Danahy 
Edward N. Dayton 
Kimberly A. DeGrove &  
   Clyde Partin 
Mr. & Mrs. Claiborne P.  
   Deming 
Dickman Law  
   Firm/Andrew Dickman 
Catherine A. Donn 
Donald Grant & Ann  
   Martin Calder  
   Foundation 
Judith Watts Falen 
James and Maxine Farrell 
Thomas and Martha Farrell 
The Fine Family Giving  
   Fund 
William Howard Flowers,  
   Jr. Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D.  
   Frisbie 
Brian A. Glaeser 
Gorter Family Foundation 
Jane M. Hamilton* 
Monique B. Hampton 
E.L. Roy Hunt* 
Robert Jensen 
Catherine  Johnson 
William C. Jonson* 

Elizabeth H. Kinney 
Thomas Leonard Knapp, Jr. 
James Kotas 
Tom P. Krasner 
John H. Krehbiel, Jr. and  
   Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel 
Mrs. H. Frederick  
   Krimendahl, II 
Dorothy E. Kurtz 
Carlos A. Lacasa 
Dr. & Mrs. Dave E. Lahart* 
Landmark Charitable  
   Foundation 
Donna L. Legare and Jody  
   E. Walthall* 
Richard Levey/Levey  
   Consulting 
Joseph W. Little 
Mr. & Mrs. Per G.H.  
   Lofberg 
David and Elizabeth Long  
   Foundation 
Susan Eckert Lynch 
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer S.  
   Marsh, III 
Marilee B. Matteson 
William Matthews 
McAdams Foundation 
W. Scott and Catherine D. 
   McGraw 
Mrs. Valerie C. McNeely 
Judith A. Merkt 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted and  
   Suzanne  Mikalsen 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. and  
   Katharine Miller, IV* 
James C. Morphy 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter C.  
   Morse* 
Morton Family Foundation 
Barbara W. Mozayeny and 
   Robert M. Berger* 
W. Stephen and Muffie  
   Bancroft Murray 
Newman Family  
   Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude B. 
Nielsen 

~THANK YOU~  
2024-2025 MA JOR DONORS
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DIAMOND CLUB 
Dickman Law Firm 
J. Crayton Pruitt Foundation 
 
FRIEND 
Lester Abberger 
Kimberly A. DeGrove  
   & Clyde Partin 
William Howard Flowers,  
   Jr. Foundation 
Richard Levey/Levey  
   Consulting 

Robert M. Rhodes 
Susan Trevarthen 
Jake D. Varn 
 
SPONSOR 
Thomas J. Baird 
William M. DeGrove 
Harmony Institute 
James M. Jackson, Jr. 
Jim Nicholas 
Laurilee Thompson 
 

ANNIVERSARY CLUB 
Terrell K. Arline 
Donna Bosold 
David Bottomley 
David M. Orshefsky 
Nancy Stroud 
 
SUPPORTER  
American Planning  
   Association, Florida Chapter 
Carolyn and Ned Cooper 
The Fine Family 

Barbara A. Fisher 
Susan Grandin 
Vivienne Handy 
Saralee Morrissey 
James Murley 
Sam Mutch 
Tom Peterson 
Lawrence E. Sellers, Jr. 
Megan Sladek 
Tom Taylor

 ~ 2024-2025  DR. JOHN M. DEGROVE WEBINAR SPONSORS ~

IN MEMORIAM
Buddy MacKay 
Jo Laurie Penrose 
C. Allen Watts 

Judith Watts Falen 
Giz Kitty 

Rich and Melissa Havens 

Joan C. Verrill 
Peter S. Verrill 

John M. DeGrove 
Al  Hadeed 

Jean L. Langston 

Nathaniel P. Reed 
Ashley Lemon Shaw 
Rebecca D. O'Neill 

Lester  Abberger 
Tom McPherson 
Janet McPherson

Mrs. Hugh  O'Kane, Jr. 
Rebecca D. O'Neill 
Mary K. Oxley Foundation 
Robert L. Parks* 
Homi and Anne Patel  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Leslie   
   Poole 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey and Lee   
   Poppel 
Nancy Prine* 
Emilie and Joe Pryor 
Jill J. Quigley 
Benton and 'Lia Reed Bohannon* 

Renaissance Charitable 
Robert M. Rhodes 
Peggy Daven Inc.  
Betty J. Schelske* 
The Schiff Foundation 
William W. Shelden, Jr. 
Frank M. Sisto 
Ellen Stichter 
Mr. & Mrs. John Strawbridge, III 
Nancy Ellen Stroud* 
Mr. & Mrs. David and Adena   
   Testa 
Stephen B. Timbers 

JoAnn Tredennick 
Clare & Dirk M. Van Doren 
Jake D. Varn 
Fred and Jacquelin Wacker, III 
Mr. & Mrs.  William and 
Kathleen   
   Wallace 
Nicholas Walther* 
Donna Roehn Ward 
Patricia G. Warner 
Cobb & Cole, Mark Watts 
Live Oak Foundation/Charlotte  
   C. Weber* 
Frazier Wellmeier 

Terrell Wertz 
Westminster Barrington  
   Foundation 
Stanley and Laura Wiegand 
Stephen M. Wolf 
Robert and Nancy Wong 
Woodward Family Charitable  
   Foundation 
Leslie Miller and Richard Worley 
   Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Anthony  
   Zunino, III

* Member for 30 or more years.

REVENUE   $2,217,727.83 EXPENSES   $1,133,645.94
4%4%

16%

75%

1%

78%

7%
15%

JULY 1, 2024 – JUNE 30, 2025

Programs

Management

Fundraising

Membership
Corporate
Foundations
Miscellaneous
Contractual Income
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Tallahassee, FL 

Email: friends@1000fof.org 
Web: 1000friendsofflorida.org 
Facebook: @1000 Friends of Florida 
Twitter: @floridafriends 
Instagram: @1000friendsofflorida 
LinkedIn: @1000friendsofflorida

BOARD OFFICERS  
Susan Trevarthen, Chair 
  Fort Lauderdale 
F. Gregory Barnhart, Vice Chair 
  West Palm Beach  
Timothee Sallin, Secretary 
  Clermont 
Timothy Jackson, Treasurer 
  Longwood 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Irela Bagué, Coral Gables 
Bob Cambric, Apopka 
Lee Constantine, Altamonte Springs 
Henry Dean, St. Augustine Beach 
Andrew Dickman, Naples 
Vivienne Handy, Wimauma 
Carlos Lacasa, Coral Gables 
Jim Swann, Cocoa 
Vicki Tschinkel, Tallahassee 
Mark Watts, DeLand 
Bryon White, New Smyrna Beach 

BOARD MEMBERS  
EMERITUS 
Robert S. Davis, Seaside 
James C. Nicholas, Gainesville 
Roy Rogers, Lighthouse Point  

STAFF and CONSULTANTS 
Paul Owens 
    President 
Haley Busch 
    Communications & Outreach Director 
Kimberleigh Dinkins 
    Policy & Planning Director 
Robert N. Hartsell, P.A. 
    Legal Counsel 
Carol Jones 
    Office Administrator 
Chadwick Leonard 
   Conservation & Planning Advocacy 

Coordinator 
Toni Russell 
   Operations & Development Director 
Vivian Young, AICP 
   Special Projects Director

1000 Friends of Florida 
Post Office Box 5948 

Tallahassee, FL 32314-5948 

Phone: 850-222-6277 
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