Legislative Delegation Talking Points for Repealing the Bad Provisions of SB 180

Guidance: Most legislative delegation meetings limit speakers to 2 minutes each. We strongly suggest signing up in advance of the meeting so that your 2-minute comment period is included in the agenda. Otherwise, you may or may not have an opportunity to speak at the end of what promises to be a long meeting.    

If you are aware of a specific local issue that is being impacted by SB 180, please incorporate examples into your testimony and say how it affects you. Join us at a delegation meeting prep session to learn more or email us at kdinkins@1000fof.org 


Sample Script

Good Morning/Afternoon Delegation Members. My name is <<name>> and I live in <<state city/municipality>> or “unincorporated <<county>>”. 
 
I am speaking to you today to ask you to repeal portions of Senate Bill 180 that became effective on July 1 of this year, specifically in Sections 18 and 28 of the bill. There were good, constructive provisions in SB 180 to enhance emergency response and disaster recovery, and I’m not asking you to change them. I’m talking about other provisions in the legislation that have slapped a three-year freeze on community planning for every local government in Florida, and would extend that freeze for another year in any county, and all its municipalities, within 100 miles of any future hurricanes.   
 
They outlaw any change in comprehensive plans, land development regulations or procedures that might be deemed “more restrictive or burdensome”. The terms are not defined, and it is not limited to hurricane recovery. Important improvements in stormwater codes, requirements to connect to water and sewer infrastructure, or even beautification efforts that include landscape standards in redeveloping areas are at a standstill for at least three years, and maybe even longer. This means any efforts to reduce flooding, improve water quality or preserve community character beyond what was in place as of August 2024 are at a standstill. We will continue to be vulnerable to floods, environmental degradation and sprawl, all while trying to accommodate scores of new residents each day.  
 
This law prohibits our duly elected officials from making important decisions that impact our daily lives.  
 
It tightens the squeeze on local governments by allowing any person, not just affected property owners, to sue local governments over planning decisions they dislike. This means local governments have all but lost the authority to plan for fiscally and environmentally sustainable growth. Measures that would protect lives and property from flooding, or ensure that public services and infrastructure keep up with new development, or protect valuable natural and agricultural land, will be off the table.  
 
Please repeal sections 18 and 28 of last year’s Senate Bill 180.  

Main Points

Introduce yourself with your name and the city or county you live in.
· Ask legislators to repeal Sections 18 and 28 of Senate Bill 180, which became law on July 1, 2025.
· Acknowledge that some parts of the bill support emergency response and don’t need to be changed — but these two sections go too far.
· SB 180 freezes community planning across Florida for three years — and adds another year after any future hurricane in a 100-mile radius.
· It bans any new local regulations that could be seen as “more restrictive or burdensome” than what existed before August 1, 2024.
· This freeze blocks local updates to:
· Stormwater and floodplain protections
· Sewer and water infrastructure requirements
· Landscape and community design standards
· These restrictions make it harder to reduce flooding, protect water quality, or manage growth.
· Elected local officials can no longer make key land-use decisions that affect our communities every day.
· The law allows anyone — not just impacted landowners — to sue local governments over planning decisions, creating legal risk and a chilling effect.
· SB 180 weakens local governments’ ability to protect people, infrastructure, and natural areas from the impacts of overdevelopment.
· Call to action: Please support a repeal of Sections 18 and 28 of SB 180 in the 2026 legislative session.

