










































Impacts on Florida’s 
Biodiversity

• 3rd in species richness for a 
state in the U.S.

• High level of  endemism

• 3rd in listed species

• 31 extinct or extirpated species

• Florida has lost over 11 million 
acres of  forest and wetland 
communities in the last 50 
years.

• About 10% of  longleaf  pine 
forests, 33% of  scrub, and less 
than 50% of  wetlands remain 
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Disjointed Incrementalism 
and Habitat Fragmentation: 

• A pattern of decision-making in 
which decisions are taken 
piece by piece over space and/or 
time. 

• The various incremental stages of 
decision-making are not closely 
integrated with the preceding 
stages.



Dr. Larry Harris (1985)
Conservation corridors: a highway system for wildlife:

“Our numerous, large wildlife sanctuaries must be made to 

function as a system, rather than being thought of as islands 

unto themselves.  Physical interconnections of habitat must 

be developed and safeguarded if [wide-ranging species] are to 

survive in perpetuity.  In short, we need a system of wildlife 

conservation corridors to interconnect the many and 

sometimes large refuges already established.”

“We have a great opportunity to integrate agencies and 

objectives, to integrate private initiatives with public acreage, 

to integrate fee simple ownerships with conservation 

easements, to integrate conservation planning with growth 

planning.”



Ecological Networks

• “Connectivity is in many 
respects the opposite of 
fragmentation.  A reserve 
system with high 
connectivity is one where 
individual reserves are 
functionally united into a 
whole that is greater 
than the sum of its parts.” 
(Noss 1992)

Noss 1987
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Goal: Conserving and Restoring large, wide 
ranging-species



Goal: Protecting Functional Landscape Gradients

Aquatic--wetlands--mesic uplands--xeric uplands



Goal: Mitigating Climate Change Impacts

• Protect south-north 
corridors and 
landscape linkages

• Protect coastal to 
inland corridors and 
linkages

Gainesville Sun, October 20, 1999



Goal: 
Protecting Green 

Infrastructure

• “The natural support system 
that maintains native species 
and natural ecological services, 
sustains air and water resources 
and contributes to the health 
and quality of  life for human 
communities” (Benedict 2000). 

•  Green infrastructure promotes 
the critical concept that 
ecosystem function, biodiversity, 
and the health of  human 
communities are inextricably 
linked (Benedict and McMahon 
2006; Hoctor et al. 2007). 
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FEGN: Key Analysis Steps

Step 1 - Identify:

Areas of Ecological Significance for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

Step  2 - Select:

Large Ecological Hubs 

Step 3 - Delineate:

Landscape Linkages



Priority Ecological Areas (PEA) Layers

Florida Panther 
Conservation Zones 
(Primary, Dispersal, 

Secondary, North 
Zones)

Existing 
Conservation Lands

FWC Strategic 
Habitat 

Conservation Areas

FNAI Rare Species 
Habitat 

Conservation 
Priorities (2021)

FNAI Under-
Represented Natural 

Communities

FNAI Functional 
Wetlands

FNAI Natural 
Floodplains

FNAI Potential 
Natural Areas 
(PNAs) (2021)

Coastal Barrier 
Resources Act 

(COBRA) lands

Landscape Species 
Habitat Priorities

Matrix/Landscape 
Natural 

Communities

Florida Panther 
Habitat Priorities

Florida Black Bear 
Habitat Priorities

Dark Sky Regions

Air Force 
Conservation 

Partnership Priority 
Focal Species 

Habitat



Connectivity Models

Major 
Riverine/Riparian 
Corridor Buffers 
and Connectivity 

Sea Level Rise 
Coastal-Inland 
Connectivity

Xeric Natural 
Community 
Connectivity

Florida Black 
Bear Connectivity

Florida Panther 
Connectivity

Integrated 
Habitat Network 

(IHN)

General 
Landscape 

Connectivity



Major River Corridors

Buffered Major 
Rivers and connected 
SPOWs by 800 
meters with all 
natural and semi-
natural land uses.



Coastal-Inland Connectivity

Compatible 
areas up to a 
mile beyond a 
projected 3m 
SLR projection.



FEGN Priority Levels:

• Priority 1 corridors (Critical Linkages) are essential for completing a functionally connected 
statewide network of public and private conservation lands across the state.

• Priority 2 corridors are often supporting areas surrounding Critical Linkages that help 
protect a wider and potentially more functional corridor.  In some cases they are additional 
corridors connecting to other important areas of the state that could significantly contribute to 
a statewide ecological network.

• Priority 3 corridors provide significant alternate routes to Critical Linkages, with the goal of 
providing functional alternatives where available in case a Critical Linkage cannot be 
protected.

• Priority 4 corridors provide important riparian corridors or represent other regionally 
significant opportunities to protect large intact landscapes. 

• Priority 5 corridors includes all other areas of large intact landscapes that support 
protection of a statewide ecological network.



The Florida 
Ecological 
Greenways 

Network
(FEGN 2021)



FEGN P1-P3: 
The 

Florida Wildlife 
Corridor



FEGN P1-P3:

Land Category 
Statistics:

App. 8 million 
acres 

unprotected

Land Use Category FEGN Priority Level 2021 Acres

Open Water Priority 1 (Critical Linkage) 499,437

Existing Conservation Lands Priority 1 (Critical Linkage) 7,160,041

Florida Forever Projects Priority 1 (Critical Linkage) 1,072,998

Other Private Wetlands Priority 1 (Critical Linkage) 806,255

Other Private Land Priority 1 (Critical Linkage) 1,421,132

Unprotected Subtotal 3,300,385

Total 10,959,863

Open Water Priority 2 265,365

Existing Conservation Lands Priority 2 1,586,859

Florida Forever Projects Priority 2 683,543

Other Private Wetlands Priority 2 907,229

Other Private Land Priority 2 1,788,789

Unprotected Subtotal 3,379,560

Total 5,231,875

Open Water Priority 3 74,735

Existing Conservation Lands Priority 3 293,514

Florida Forever Projects Priority 3 118,161

Other Private Wetlands Priority 3 346,820

Other Private Land Priority 3 613,345

Unprotected Subtotal 1,078,326

Total 1,446,576



FEGN Strategic Prioritization 
(in partnership with Florida 
Natural Areas Inventory)

• Where can land acquisition (fee simple 
and easements) make the most strategic 
contributions?

 Threats from development & sea level 
rise

 Critical bottlenecks

 Strategic planning, such as FL Forever 
project evaluation

More specific landscape and focal 
species connectivity priority areas

Image Courtesy of Carlton Ward, Jr.
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FEGN/FWC 
Bottlenecks



Ranchlands and 
Timberlands in

the Florida
Wildlife Corridor:

Approximately 80 percent 
of the FWC is in ranches 

or timberlands



Ranchlands in the FWC 

in one of the fastest 

growing regions in the 

U.S.





Methods:
• Allocate future population for each county based on:

• Most suitable locations for development

• Medium population projections from the Bureau of  Economic and 

Business Research (BEBR) 

• 33,721,828 by 2070 (26,406,000 in 2040)

• 0.9 m sea level rise by 2070 (0.25m in 2040) + an additional 0.5m buffer 

• 50% of  impacted population was located out of  state, the remaining 

50% were relocated within the same county

• Two scenarios: Trend, Alternative







Next Steps:

• Further Develop Opportunity and Threat 
Assessments

• Coordination with the Florida Climate Smart 
Agriculture Work Group

• Policy and Planning Recommendations by October 
2024

• Outreach and Dissemination







Research/Planning Needs:
• Sociological research on what are people likely to do as SLR 

increases

• Education and outreach about the value of natural and rural 
lands for sustaining vital economies and healthy communities 
and the need for sound ecological design in landscape 
planning

• Valuation of ecosystem services like water storage and storm 
protection and strategies to promote payment for ecosystem 
services 

• Identification of regional strategies for land use planning that 
break down county and other local government barriers, such 
as implementing regional TDRs



Florida Wildlife 
Corridor 

Statewide Vision:

Became State Law in 
2021; App. $1.5 billion 
for land conservation 

since law passed

http://floridawildlifecorridor.org/



https://1000fof.org/
https://conservation.dcp.ufl.edu/
https://clcp.geoplan.ufl.edu/clcp/data
https://fgdl.org/
https://1000fof.org/sealevel2040/
https://1000fof.org/ag2040-2070/


The FEGN 
Map Viewer:

• Facilitate access to the 
best available 
geospatial science 

• Open access and user-
friendly 

• Data and basic 
functionality 

FEGN - Center for Landscape Conservation Planning (ufl.edu)

https://conservation.dcp.ufl.edu/fegn/


https://conservation.dcp.ufl.edu/fegn/








































































FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
CORRIDOR

Connecting to Keep Florida Wild

Photos by Carlton Ward Jr.

Mallory Dimmitt

CEO, Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation









ADVOCACY

Florida Wildlife Corridor Act

Provides a clear connected 

conservation vision for Florida

o Recognizes the Corridor 

geography in state statute + 

encourages its protection 

Continued land acquisition 

funding is critical for this 

vision to become a reality



WHAT’S NEXT?

Implementation 

➤ accelerating the pace of 

conservation statewide

➤ developing new 

mechanisms for protection 

(market approaches)

    

Increased reach

➤ inspire a growing 

movement of Corridor 

supporters



Our Mission

champion a collaborative 
campaign to permanently 
connect, protect and restore 
the Florida Wildlife Corridor

Inspiration ・  Education ・  Advocacy
Map painting by Michael Reagan



* Connecting the Florida Wildlife Corridor – Economic Study 2021



Priority Counties

Citrus
Collier

Hernando
Lake
Leon

Marion
Orange
Osceola

Polk
Volusia



SAVE THE DATE: June 3-5, 2025

Subscribe 
here for 
updates



CONVENE

CHART

COLLABORATE

COMMUNICATE

CORRIDOR CONNECT 

SUMMIT

CORRIDOR 

TOWN HALL

MISSION-ALIGNED 

EVENTS

ACRES CONSERVED

THEORY OF CHANGE 

METRICS

SUMMIT-SOLUTIONS

PROGRESS

CORRIDOR 

COLLABORATION TEAMS

MISSION-

ALIGNED PARTNER 
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