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IMPORTANT!

We only offer professional certification credits 

for participants who attend the live webinar! 



THIS PRESENTATION

The information included in this presentation is updated through the 
close of business on April 18, 2023.

Legislation is moving forward rapidly as we approach the final weeks of 
the 2023 Florida Legislative Session, so for the most recent updates on 

legislation covered here please visit 
1000fof.org/legis/2023-legislative-session

.

https://1000fof.org/legis/2023-legislative-session


1000 Friends of Florida
Building Better Communities & Saving Special Places

CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
sustainable communities

Work with citizens, community and state 
leaders, conservation and business groups

Educate, advocate and negotiate 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ



Dr. John M. DeGrove
May 4, 1924 ςApril 13, 2012

Icon of comprehensive planning both 
in Florida and across the nation

Co-founder of 1000 Friends of 
Florida

To find out more, please visit:
1000friendsofflorida.org/dr-degrove

http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/dr-degrove/
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For those who attend the live event, 
this webinar has been approved for credits for:

ÅFlorida attorneys (2.0 CLE #2207559N)

ÅCertified Floodplain Managers (1 CEC)

ÅFlorida Landscape Architects (1.5 hours DBPR #0013142)

ÅPlanners (1.5 general including 1 legal AICP CM #9258304)

ÅFlorida Environmental Health Professionals (DOH 1.5 contact hours).

This event has not been approved for those who view the broadcast at a later time.

Find credits for past webinars at
1000fof.org/upcoming-webinars/credits 



Follow up survey, certificate and credits:

In the follow up email for the LIVE WEBINAR you will receive:

ÅA link to a brief survey to help us improve future webinars

ÅA certificate of attendance (use Google Chrome to download)

Information on credits for past webinars are available at

1000fof.org/upcoming-webinars/credits 



For DBPR Landscape Architects 

1000 Friends is only approved for 
credits through the Florida Department 

of Business and Professional 
Regulations (DBPR)

Only those who attend the

LIVE WEBINAR

Are eligible for DBPR credits

Due to changes in State requirements, 
1000 Friends will submit your credits on 
your behalf, based on the information 

you submitted during registration



Upcoming Webinars

Wednesday, May 17, 2023, 
noon to 1:30 Eastern

2023 Florida Legislative Wrap Up



Support 1000 Friends!

DONATE
at www.1000fof.org/donate

(you may designate it for DeGrove Education

Fund if you wish)

SPONSOR
the DeGrove webinars by emailing

vyoung@1000fof.orgto find out more

http://www.1000fof.org/donate
mailto:vyoung@1000fof.org


If you have sound issues:

1. Make sure the speaker on your 
computer is turned on
a. Adjust the volume on your computer

2. On Go-to-Webinar control panel 
click arrow to maximize control box
a. Click on arrow by Audio box to 

maximize it

b. Do Sound Check OR

c. Switch to Phone call and it will 
provide you with a number and pin



Follow up information will be posted under
ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿέ ŀǘ 1000fof.org

http://www.1000fof.org/


Please ask questions! 

ÅClick on arrow at top right of your screen to 
maximize control panel

Å/ƭƛŎƪ ŀǊǊƻǿ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ 
maximize the questions box

ÅPlease type any questions in this box

ÅPlease refer to the slide number and/or 
speaker when you post your question

ÅPlease keep your questions succinct!

ÅStaff will ask the presenters questions, as 
time permits



Presenters

Clay Henderson



1000fof.org/legis/2023-legislative-session



1000 Friends of Florida Presenters

Paul Owens

President

Haley Busch

Outreach Director

Jane West

Policy & Planning Director



Paul Owens

Paul has been President of 1000 Friends of Florida 
since 2018. 

He was previously with the Orlando Sentinel, 
serving as Opinions Editor, writing extensively on 
growth management, environment and quality of 
life issues facing Florida.

tŀǳƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭΩǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ 
Moderator, organizing and moderating public 
forums on topics including transportation and 
affordable housing.

He has a Bachelor of Arts in History with honors 
from Swarthmore College and a Master of Arts in 
Journalism from Stanford University.



Jane West

!ǎ мллл CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ tƻƭƛŎȅ ϧ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 
Jane works with citizens, providing guidance on 

critical growth and development issues facing 
communities across Florida. 

She also advocates before the Florida Legislature to 
promote legislation for sound community planning 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ƭƛŦŜΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ WŀƴŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ мллл CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ƭŜƎŀƭ 

advocacy efforts related to growth management 
throughout the state.  

Jane has been practicing law for 24 years.  She is an 
AV-rated attorney admitted to the U.S. Supreme 

Court, the 7th and 11th U.S. Court of Appeals and the 
Southern and Middle Districts of Florida and the 

Maine bar. 



Haley Busch

!ǎ мллл CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ IŀƭŜȅ 
promotes sustainable growth through collaboration with 
civic and conservation organizations across Florida. She 
works to connect a new generation of Floridians with 
мллл CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
workshops and other informational events statewide. 

Prior to working for 1000 Friends, Haley was the 
Administrator for the Florida Conservation Coalition 
where she helped conservation leaders build consensus 
ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
challenges. 

A Gainesville native, Haley graduated from Eckerd 
College (St. Petersburg, Florida), and obtained her 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
University of Glasgow (United Kingdom). She is currently 
ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
planning. 





Paul Owens

President



2023 Legislative Update: Whirlwind of Activity



Major Legislation Already Passed,
Signed by Governor

ÅUniversal school vouchers 

ÅLawsuit limits

ÅPermitlesscarry for guns

ÅAbortion ban after 6 weeks

ÅΨ[ƛǾŜ [ƻŎŀƭΩ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
legislation

ÅExpanded Sun Trail network



Bills steaming toward passage
ÅLower threshold for death sentences

ÅBan on environmental, social, 
governance guidelines for investment

ÅExpansion of ban on discussion of 
gender issues in schools

ÅBan on transgender treatments for 
minors

ÅLimits on public employee unions

Å9ȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ

Å{ŜŎǊŜŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ



More hot button issues
ÅLibel law changes

ÅLater school start times

ÅCrackdown on hiring unauthorized 
immigrants

ÅDrag show restrictions

ÅCounty commission term limits

ÅLimits on higher ed tenure, curriculum

ÅLarger fines for insurer misconduct

ÅRestrictions on voting and registration

ÅExpanding Florida State Guard

ÅDeSantis v.  Disney



The political context
ÅSenate President, House Speaker 

have publicly endorsed  each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ

ÅDemocrats lack the numbers to 
stand in the way of bills they 
oppose

ÅGovernor DeSantis widely expected 
to enter the 2024 presidential race

ÅCampaign to feature legislative 
accomplishments in Florida

ÅMake America Florida

Senate President Passidomo

House Speaker Renner

Governor DeSantis



Dueling budgets

Å/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΥ Ϸммл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΥ ϷммпΦу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ

ÅSenate proposal: $113.7 billion

ÅHouse proposal: $113 billion

ÅHouse tax cut package: $1.4 billion

ÅSenate tax cut package: $973 million

ÅOne constitutional requirement per 
session: passing a balanced budget



Some differences between 
House, Senate spending plans

ÅSenate provides additional, itemized funding for 
expanded school vouchers

ÅHouse offers 6% pay hike for state workers; 
Senate offers 3%

ÅHouse boosts pensions for state workers

ÅHouse eliminates Enterprise Florida, Visit Florida

ÅHouse increases funding for Florida State Guard; 
Senate does not

ÅRevenue estimating conference: $7 billion more 
in tax revenues over next two years



²Ŝ ¢ǊŀŎƪ 5ƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ .ƛƭƭǎ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ Χ
ÅLegislation, budget items tied to our mission
ÅCommunity planning, including affordable housing

ÅStatewide land, water protection and conservation

ÅTransportation

ÅLocal government home rule related to priority issues

Å²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ
Å{ƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǊŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ

ÅSome are local bills

ÅSome are mix of good and bad elements 

ÅSome likely to evolve through legislative process

ÅOur positions can change if bills change

ÅChoosing not to track or take a position on a bill is 
not tantamount to supporting it 

A Bill, but not on our tracking list 



Jane West

Policy & Planning Director



Community Planning & 
Resiliency Legislation
Mid-Session Update
2023
Jane West, Policy & Planning Director



Why is Community 
Planning Important?



Growth 
management 
in Florida ς
how did we 
get here?



HB 359/SB 540 
Local Comprehensive Plans

άThe death knell to growth 
management in FloridŀΦέ



Photo credit: Jane West, City of St. Augustine Beach



How does the bill 
limit the basis for 
a comprehensive 
plan amendment 
challenge?



The split 
between 
Florida 
courts



Prevailing party attorney 
fees in comprehensive plan 
amendments will cause a 
chilling effect on citizen 
challenges to irresponsible 
and legally flawed 
developments.

Photo credit: Jane West, City of St. Augustine Beach.  



SB 1604/HB 439 LAND USE 
DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS

Revises data sources for comp plans
Increases planning periods
Optional elements of a comp plan 
may NOT contain policies that restrict 
the density or intensity established in 
the future land use element.

Is this the bad bill bus?
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FLUEDRA (gesundheit!)
Florida Land Use and 

Environmental Dispute 
Resolution Act

Negotiated settlements can now include:

1. An adjustment of land development or 
permit standards

2. Increases in the density and intensity of the 
development

3. The transfer of development rights

4. Land swaps or exchanges

5. Mitigation relief, including just paying money 
instead of doing onsite mitigation

6. The development can be inconsistent with 
the local comprehensive plan if it serves the 
public interest (undefined)



SB 856/HB 41 
LAND 
DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATIVE AND 
REFERENDUM 
PROCESSES

ÅProhibits a local initiative or 
referendum on any land 
development regulations.



SB 346/HB 383
PUBLIC 
CONSTRUCTION

ÅApplications for 
development permits or 
orders will be deemed 
approved after 180 days



SB 170  
LOCAL 
ORDINANCES

ÅRequires local governments to prepare a 
business impact estimate before enacting 
a wide range of ordinances.

ÅThe bill also provides additional avenues 
for businesses to sue local governments.

ÅOne way attorney fees and costs 



SB 714/HB 833
Vacation Rentals

ÅPreempts the regulation of 
advertising platforms to the 
state.  

ÅImplements certain regulatory 
requirements for vacations 
rental license owners



SB 1346/HB 1317
Local Regulation of 
Nonconforming or 
Unsafe Structures

ÅPreempts the ability of local 
government from prohibiting , 
restricting or preventing the 
demolition of a structure for 
any reason other than public 
safety.

ÅExceptions: single-family homes 
or structures listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places



SB 1170/HB 111  
PUBLIC FINANCING 
OF POTENTIAL AT-
RISK STRUCTURE 
AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

ÅExpands the existing SLIP 
statute to include ALL areas at 
risk due to Sea Level Rise.

Å1000 Friends SUPPORTS!



SB 100/HB 561
Mangrove Replanting and 
Restoration

ÅRequires DEP to adopt rules for mangrove 
replanting and restoration.

ÅThe rules must address significant erosion in 
areas of critical state concern, must protect 
barrier and spoil islands, promote public 
awareness of the value of mangroves, 
identify vulnerable areas

1000 Friends SUPPORTS!



SB 192/HB 175
EVERGLADES PROTECTION AREA

ÅAny comprehensive plan amendment changes 
that apply to land within two miles of the 
Everglades Protection Area will be required 
follow the state coordinated review process and 
would have required the change to be reviewed 
by the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) for adverse impacts. 

Å1000 Friends SUPPORTS!

Photo credit: Keith Ladzinski



SB 288/HB 499 FLORIDA MAIN 
STREET PROGRAM AND HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS

ÅA tax credit up to 20% to the total eligible 
costs for rehabilitation of  a certified historic 
structure or 30% if that structure is in an 
active, certified Florida Main Street 
community.  

Å1000 Friends SUPPORTS!

Photo credit: Haley Busch, 1000 Friends of Florida



HB 49/SB 430 
ABANDONED AND 
HISTORIC CEMETERIES

ÅCreates the Historic Cemeteries Program and provides 
grants for identifying abandoned African-American 
cemeteries.  It provides guidelines for state agencies, 
local government and developers to identify, locate 
and maintain historic cemeteries and authorizes 
conservation easements to preserve the cemeteries.

Å1000 Friends SUPPORTS!



SB 1184/HB 1343
Agricultural Lands

ÅProvides for workforce housing for agricultural 
employees

ÅPreempts the ability for local governments from 
adopting land use or zoning restrictions that 
would prohibit this type of housing on 
agricultural lands



HB 1489/SB 1686 
Designation of Brevard Barrier Island Area as an 
Area of Critical State Concern

ÅDesignated 16 miles of the southern Brevard 
barrier island as an area of critical state concern.

ÅBoth bills have been approved in first of two 
committee stops.

1000 Friends SUPPORTS!

Photo credit: Nancy Smith



What can you do? ÅStay informed about legislation 

ÅCALL your lawmakers!

ÅWrite to your lawmakers

ÅWrite letters to the editor of 
your local paper

ÅPost on social media



Photo credit: Ray Mojica



Paul Owens

President



Conservation spending and policies 
Blue Springs State Park/Anja Weigelt


