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Casey Fitzgerald

Casey Fitzgerald has been involved in natural resource protection, 

restoration and management for over 40 years. He served in the state 

capital as the Bureau Chief of State Lands Management in the former 

Florida Department of Natural Resources, and as the Assistant 

Director of the Florida Conservation Association.  

In his 27 years at the St. Johns River Water Management District 

(SJRWMD), Mr. Fitzgerald served primarily as the Assistant Director of 

the Department of Water Resources overseeing regional ecosystem 

restoration programs for the St. Johns River, Indian River Lagoon and 

Lake Apopka, among others. His final role was as Director of the 

district’s Springs Protection Initiative. 

In his retirement since December 2020, Mr. Fitzgerald has been 

serving on the following NGO boards:  Free the Ocklawaha River 

Coalition for Everyone - Leadership Team and Science Committee 

Chair; Florida Springs Institute – President; Florida Springs Council 

and Three Rivers Trust - Board of Directors.







Ocklawaha River Restoration: Lessons Learned

Three Rivers, Fifty Springs, One Solution

Silver SpingsOcklawaha River St. Johns



















Aerial Views of the 
Rodman/Kirkpatrick Dam 

Current view:
Å Historic fish, manatee and boat passage 

blocked
Å Two recreation areas disconnected with no 

pedestrian crossover
Å Log and debris buildup on opposite side
Å Rusted and aging structures and walkways
Å Remnant Cross Florida Barge Canal in top 

right 

One proposed concept:
Å Historic fish, manatee and boat passage 

restored to left of picture in natural channel
Å Boat ramp maintained and improved
Å Paddling launch improved
Å Recreation areas connected for better 

access and Florida Trail crossing
Å Parking, picnic and playground areas added 

and improved
Å Historic interpretive signage throughout







BUCKMAN ANGLER & OUTDOOR CENTER
(East of the Buckman Locks)

Creation of a State-of-the-Art 
Sports Fishing and Hunting Hub 
providing access and amenities 
for St. Johns River fishing and 
outdoor sports focusing on 
serious anglers and hunters and 
their families.
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Ocklawaha Restoration 
The Science is Clear ς The Time is Now

Photo by Julie O’Brien



Ocklawaha Restoration 
The Science is Clear ς The Time is Now

I. Orientation and Historical Context

II. ¢ƘŜ άtŀǊǘƛŀƭέ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ

III.A Tale of Four Ecosystems 

IV.The Science Team

V. Specific Environmental and Ecological Benefits of Restoration

A. Help restore the ecology of Silver Springs 

B. Recover twenty “Lost Springs” 

C. Greatly improve populations of numerous migratory fish species such as Striped Bass, American 

Shad, Atlantic Sturgeon American Eel and Striped Mullet 

D. Provide critical warm water winter habitat for hundreds of manatees 

E. Improve water quality, habitat and fisheries of the Lower St. Johns River estuary 

F. Reestablish a critical link in the Florida Wildlife Corridor 

VI.Closing Observations







































Osceola to Ocala 
National Forest
όάлнлέύ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ





Before Restoration

Ocala National Forest

Rodman Pool

Blocked Wildlife Passages





Return & Expansion of Numerous Species

















CONDITION OF THE 
KIRKPATRICK DAM

2015 
FDEP inspection identifies no major deficiencies.
91 recommended repairs at an estimated cost of 
$320,000.

2019
Limited inspection (specific structural elements) 
identified an estimated $367,800 in repairs.

2021
Engineering analysis by Florida Defenders of the 
Environment found evidence of surface and subsurface 
erosion, which make the dam subject to failure.

The Kirkpatrick Dam has surpassed its 50-year life 
expectancy and state dam inspection reports have 
identified numerous deficiencies and weaknesses that, if 
vobuufoefe-!dpvme!vmujnbufmz!mfbe!up!uif!ebnǃt!gbjmvsf/

68















ECONOMIC IMPACTS 
--- PARTIAL 

RESTORATION
(CONTINUED)

Estimated project price tag --- $25.8 million over 10 
years.

Estimated return on investment (ROI) --- $1.76 return 
on each $1 invested.

Impact of additional visitors on Putnam, Alachua, and 
Marion county business revenues --- $8.1 million 
annually.

Cumulative net benefit over 10 years --- $47.2 million.
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Lisa Rinaman
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