
 

 

 

 

April 29, 2021 

 

Honorable Ron DeSantis, Governor 

State of Florida 

The Capitol 

400 S. Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

 

Re:  HB 487 Veto Request 

 

Dear Governor DeSantis: 

 

1000 Friends of Florida respectfully requests that you veto HB 487. 

 

In the eight years before you took office, the Governor and legislators recklessly 

dismantled Florida’s landmark growth management system. You were left to deal with 

the consequences, most acutely seen in the toxic algae blooms fed and prolonged by 

indiscriminate development, with devastating impacts on our tourism industry.   

 

HB 487 would simply pile on the damage to thoughtful planning and smart growth 

management by further expanding the amount of acreage that would be entitled to 

expedited permitting without any meaningful state and regional oversight.   

 

Currently, a comprehensive plan amendment may be classified as small scale if it 

involves fewer than 10 acres of land.  Under that classification, the proposed amendment 

only receives one public hearing and circumvents any review from state or regional 

agencies.   

 

HB 487 seeks to increase the amount of land for small-scale development amendments 

by five times the current amount to 50 acres. In rural areas of opportunity, the threshold 

would increase from 20 acres to 100 acres. Developments of this size are far more likely 

to have regional or state impacts, yet won’t be evaluated for them.  
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This renewed attack on Florida’s growth management process would only exacerbate the 

current problems we face with diminished water quality and inadequate infrastructure to 

keep up with growth. We strongly urge you to veto HB 487, a short-sighted measure that 

is reflective of bad policy moves made under your predecessor.   

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul Owens 

President 
 


