








What are “state priority 
natural lands?” 
 
Lands that are either currently 
protected or are high priorities for 
protection (through public purchase, 
easement, zoning or some other 
means) for Florida’s biodiversity, 
water, or other ecosystem services, 
including: 
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1. Current Florida Managed Lands (FLMA) 
2. Future priority natural lands including: 

• Florida Forever conservation land protection projects 
• Priorities 1, 2, and 3 in the Florida Ecological Greenways Network  

(FEGN), otherwise known as the Florida Wildlife Corridor 
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How Do We Protect These Lands?

State Resources: 
• Florida Forever 
• Rural and Family Lands 
• Florida Communities Trust 
• Water Management Districts 

Federal Resources: 
• Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWC) 
• United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) 

Local Resources: 
• County Conservation Referenda  
• Planning Process 

• Future Land Use Maps (FLUM) 
• Local Comprehensive Plans 
• Zoning 
• Local Government Easements 

Private Resources: 
• Land Trusts/Conservation Easements 
• Foundation Funding 



Florida Counties with Local Land Referenda
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GOAL:  Protect 6 million acres (3/4 of the 
unprotected acreage in the Florida Wildlife 
Corridor) of the highest state priority lands 

ASSUMPTION:  A very approximate  
average of $4,000 an acre, with the total 
cost $24 billion in today’s dollars. 

• 800-year scenario – If the Legislature and 
Governor approved $30 million a year (as it did on 
average between 2009 and 2020) for Florida 
Forever and Rural and Family Lands programs) 

• 80-year scenario – If $300 million a year were split 
between the two programs (historic funding and 
approximate average for 2021 and 2022) 

• 48-year scenario – If $500 million a year were 
evenly split between the two programs 

Possible State Funding Protection Scenarios:




